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A MESSAGE FROM RABBI KAPLAN 

 
Please check out Rabbi Kaplanôs Blog  

For photos, interesting notes and more at: 

 

https://www.danakaplan.com 

  

 December 2023 Hanukkah  
 

The Talmudic Debate over how many Hanukkah Candles to start 

with and how many to end with? 

 

¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭƳǳŘ ƛǎ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜōŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǌŀōōƛǎ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜƴŀƳƻǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƻŦ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŘƛŘƴϥǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ aŀŎπ
ŎŀōŜŜǎ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀōōƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻŦŀǊΦ  bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ 
ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ WŜǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀōōƛƴƛŎ ǝƳŜǎ ƭƻǾŜŘ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  
 
{ƻ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀōōƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŀŎǉǳƛŜǎŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀōōƛǎ ŘƛŘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ōŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘŜōŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘΦ Lϥƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ς ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎ ƻŦ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘΦ 
 
IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ς ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ тǘƘΦ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ƛǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀȅǎΣ 
ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нрǘƘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ YƛǎƭŜǾ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦ  {ƻ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴϥǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘϥǎ 
ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ нрǘƘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ YƛǎƭŜǾ  ŀǎ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΗ .ǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ DǊŜƎƻǊƛŀƴ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣ ƛǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŦŜŜƭǎ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ōƛǘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǳǎǳŀƭΦ 
 
!ƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ Ǌƛǘǳŀƭǎ ƻŦ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴƻǊŀƘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ƘŀƴǳƪƪƛŀƘΣ ŀ 
ŎŀƴŘŜƭŀōǊǳƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƛƴŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ {ƘŀƳŀǎƘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ϦŀǧŜƴŘŀƴǘϦΦ 9ŀŎƘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƻƴŜ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǘ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀƳŀǎƘ ǳƴǝƭ ŀƭƭ ŜƛƎƘǘ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎ όǇƭǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀƳŀǎƘύ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ мпǘƘ ƻŦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ όŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŀȅύΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ϦIŀƴǳƪƪŀƘϦ ŘŜǊƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǾŜǊō Ϧ ά ŎƘ-ƴŜ-ŎƘΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ Ϧǘƻ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜϦΦ hƴ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘΣ ǘƘŜ 

aŀŎŎŀōŜŀƴ WŜǿǎ ς ƭŀǘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ IŀǎƳƻƴŜŀƴǎ ς ǊŜƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 

ŘǊƻǾŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ {ȅǊƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜ-ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ WŜǿƛǎƘ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ  

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΚ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ŀŎǊƻπ

ƴȅƳ ŦƻǊ  Ϧ9ƛƎƘǘ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƭŀƪƘŀ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ IƛƭƭŜƭϦΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ Ǌŀōōƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭƳǳŘΥ IƛƭƭŜƭ ŀƴŘ {ƘŀƳƳŀƛ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘ 

ǿƛǘƘΦ !Ŏǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻƛƭ ƻǊ ǿŀȄ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǎǝƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎ 

ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΗ .ǳǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ Ǉƭǳǎ ǘƘŜ {ƘŀƳŀǎƘΣ ƛǎƴϥǘ ƛǘΚ  
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Shammai was usually known to be the stricter one. He and his students felt that eight candles should be lit on 
the first night, seven on the second night, and so on down to one on the last night!!! This will be surprising to 
many of us who have grown up accustomed to following Hillel!  
 
Shammai argued that the miracle was greatest on the first day when no one expected that there was any  
possibility of having a light in the temple and then the extra days were ñjust gravy,ò as they say. Maybe we 
could change that expression from ñjust gravyò to ñjust a few extra latkesò! 
 
In contrast, Hillel was in favor of starting with one candle and lighting an additional one every night, up to eight 
on the eighth night. His reasoning was that since the miracle of the single cruise of oil lasting eight days  
became more and more miraculous each day you should therefore increase the number of lights that you light. 
 
The sages of the talmud had to make a decision and as we know they adopted the position of Hillel. So that's 
what we do today and it's such an entrenched custom that it would never occur to us to start on the first night 
with all eight candles lit. 
 
I want to wish everyone a very, very happy Hanukkah! 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ CǊƻƳ wŀōōƛ YŀǇƭŀƴ 
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NOTES FROM OUR CANTOR 

 Ϧ²Ƙƻ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŦŜƭƭ ǳǎΚέ   

     ¢Ƙŀǘ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ aƛϥ ¸ϥaŀƭŜƛƭ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǊƻŎƪŜǘǎΣ ƳƛǎǎƛƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻƴŜǎ ƻƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ  IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘΣ ƻƴŎŜ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ Ƙƻǿ 
ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘƭȅ ŘŜƭƛŎŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƛǎΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǳǊ ǎǘŀƴȊŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ  
ǇƻŜƳ aŀƻȊ ¢ȊǳǊ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ϥǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŦŜƭƭ ǳǎΥϥ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŜȄƻŘǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ 9ƎȅǇǘΤ .ŀōȅƭƻƴƛŀƴ ŎŀǇǘƛǾƛǘȅΤ ŀƴŘ 
IŀƳŀƴϥǎ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ ƎŜƴƻŎƛŘŀƭ ǇƭƻǘΦϥ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ LƴǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 5ƛŀǎǇƻǊŀΦ 
¢ƘŜƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǿŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ  ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ōȅ 
IŀƳŀǎΦ {ƻΣ ǿƘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ǎƛƴƎΚ 
 
     ¢ƘŜ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƭƻŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǳǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǾŜ ǳǎΣ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƎƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴ 
LǎǊŀŜƭ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǎŜŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƻƴŜϥǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǘƻπ
ƭŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƻƴŜϥǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƛǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ IŀǎƳƻƴŜŀƴ 
ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ϥƎƻǊƛƭƭŀϥ ǿŀǊŦŀǊŜΣ ŀ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ǊŜǾƻƭǘ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aŀŎŎŀōŜŜǎΣ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƛƘƛƭŀπ
ǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǿƛǎƘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ŜƭŜǳŎƛŘ 9ƳǇƛǊŜΦ  hǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘΦ  {ƻΣ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǿƻǊǘƘ 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǳǎǎΚ   
 
     Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ όƻŦǘŜƴ ǎǳƴƎύ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƪƛƴŘƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴƴŜǊ ŦƛǊŜ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ 
ƻƴ ǿƘƛǘŜΥ ¢ƻǊŀƘΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǳǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ϥǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ 
.ƻƻƪϥ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜƳ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƭƻŀŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŜǇΦ  ²Ŝ ǎƛƴƎΣ ϦL ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘǊŜƛŘƭϦΣ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜΥ  [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ¢ƻǊŀƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ōŀƴƴŜŘΣ ǎƻ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ϥǘƻȅϥ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀ  
ƎǳŀǊŘŜŘΣ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ŎŀǾŜΣ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǿƘŜƴ ¢ƻǊŀƘ ǿŀǎ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŀǎ ƎǳŀǊŘǎ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊϥǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ 
ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘϥǎ ǎƻƴƎΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ bƻǿΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪ ōŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƴŜ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦ 
 
             ¸ŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŎƪƻƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘŀǊǇ ŜȅŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘϥǎ ǳƴŘŜǊπ
ƴŜŀǘƘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƎƻƭŘ-ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ Ŏƻƛƴǎ ŀǘ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƭŘΦ {ƻΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ Ƴŀȅ 
ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  5ƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀŎŎŀōŜŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƪƛƴŘƭŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴǳƪƛŀƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ  
IŜōǊŜǿΚ όǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘύΥ   
                        Ϧ²Ŝ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ¸ƻǳ ǿŀƎŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǊŜŦŀǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦϦ 
 
             LŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŦƻƻǘƴƻǘŜΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜƭŜǳŎƛŘ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ƛǎΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŜƴƭƛǾŜƴ ƻǳǊ 
ƛƴƴŜǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΣ  CƻǊ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜ ƛǎ ǊŜƪƛƴŘƭŜŘ ōȅ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘϥǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŜƭƻŘƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ tŜǘŜǊ  
¸ŀǊǊƻǿϥǎ Ϧ[ƛƎƘǘ hƴŜ /ŀƴŘƭŜΥϦ   
 
          Ϧ5ƻƴϥǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘΗ  ƛǘϥǎ ƭŀǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  5ƻƴϥǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘΣ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ǎƘƛƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ƻǳǊ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀǊǎΦϦ 
             

             Baruch Koritan  
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

Stephen Bold 

 

IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘΩǎ ¢ǊǳŜ aŜŀƴƛƴƎΥ  WŜǿƛǎƘ {ǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ-Řŀȅ ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ŦƻǊ WŜǿǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ 

ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƛǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜπ

ŎƻƳŜ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳΣ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƛǘǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

9ŀǊƭȅ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ WǳŘŀƛǎƳΩǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ нΣнлл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

.ƛōƭŜΦ  Lǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀǎ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ мсп .Φ/Φ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀŎŎŀōŜŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŀǊƳȅ ƻŦ 

YƛƴƎ !ƴǝƻŎƘǳǎ ƻŦ {ȅǊƛŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƭŀǎǘŜŘ ŜƛƎƘǘ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƳƻŘŜƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭ ƻŦ {ǳƪƪƻǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ 

ōŀƴƴŜŘ ōȅ !ƴǝƻŎƘǳǎΦ 

Lƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǿǎ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀŎŎŀōŜŜǎ ƘŀŘ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǝƻƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ  

wƻƳŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛƴ !Φ5Φ су-тл ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ !Φ5Φ моо-мор ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ƘŜƭŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀ ǊŜǾƻƭǘ ǘƻ ǊƛŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ  ²ŀǊ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŎŀƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘΦ   

Iƻǿ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ 9ǾƻƭǾŜŘ 

wŀōōƛǎ ǊŜǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜƭǘ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳπ

ƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀŎŎŀōŜŜǎ ǊŜŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƴƻǿ ǘƻƭŘ Ƙƻǿ 

ƻƴŜ ƧŀǊ ƻŦ ƻƛƭΣ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΣ ƘŀŘ ōǳǊƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜƛƎƘǘ Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜΩǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭŀƳǇΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƳǳŘΦ  CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀŎŎŀōŜŜǎ ǿŀǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΣ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ŎŜƭŜπ

ōǊŀǘŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜƛƎƘǘ-ōǊŀƴŎƘŜŘ aŜƴƻǊŀƘΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ǊŜπ

ƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊ WŜǿƛǎƘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ 

²Ƙŀǘ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ aŜŀƴǎ ¢ƻŘŀȅ 

IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ WŜǿǎ Ƙƻǿ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǊŜƅŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǿǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΦ  .ǊƛƎƘǘ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǎƻƴƎǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴǎ 

ƪŜŜǇ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ WǳŘŀƛǎƳΦ  ¸ŜǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǊŜǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǝƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ Ƨƻȅ 

ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ WŜǿǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦŀŎŜ 

ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ bh²Σ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŜƴŜƳȅΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

!ǎ ǿŜ ǊŜǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ Ƴŀȅ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎΦ  aŀȅ 

DƻŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜƴƻǊŀƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ 



¢9at[9 .9¢I {I![ha {IhC!w              {¦b /L¢¸Σ !½                                с 

 

 

мнκмр 

     тΥлл ta {Ƙŀōōŀǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

мнκмс 

    млΥлл !a {Ƙŀōōŀǘ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

мнκмт   

    млΥлл !a DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

мнκму 

    млΥлл !a !Řǳƭǘ 9Ř-¢ƘŜ ¢Ŝƴ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ 

мнκмф 

     мΥол ta DǊƛŜŦ DǊƻǳǇ 

мнκнл 

    ммΥлл !a ¢ƻǊŀƘ {ǘǳŘȅ 

мнκнм 

    млΥлл !a !Řǳƭǘ 9Ř-LǎǊŀŜƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƎŜ 

    ммΥол !a wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ tǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ 

     мΥлл ta hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

мнκнн 

     тΥлл ta {Ƙŀōōŀǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

мнκнр 

    рΥлл ta /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀƪŀƘ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ 

мнκнс 

     мΥол ta DǊƛŜŦ DǊƻǳǇ 

мнκнт 

   ммΥлл !a ¢ƻǊŀƘ {ǘǳŘȅ 

мнκну 

     мΥлл ta {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

мнκнф 

     тΥлл ta {Ƙŀōōŀǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

 

 

 

 

 

мнκм 

    рΥол ta /ƘƻƛǊ tǊŀŎǝŎŜ 

    тΥлл ta {Ƙŀōōŀǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

 мнκп 

    млΥлл !a !Řǳƭǘ 9Ř-¢ƘŜ ¢Ŝƴ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ 

мнκр 

    мΥол ta DǊƛŜŦ DǊƻǳǇ 

 мнκс 

    ммΥлл !a ¢ƻǊŀƘ {ǘǳŘȅ 

      мΥлл ta /ŀǊƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳΦ aŜŜǝƴƎ   

мнκт 

    млΥлл !a !Řǳƭǘ 9Ř-LǎǊŀŜƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƎŜ 

      рΥол ta /ƘŀƴǳƪŀƘ aŜƴƻǊŀƘ [ƛƎƘǝƴƎ 

мнκу 

    рΥол ta /ƘŀƴǳƪŀƘ tƻǘƭǳŎƪ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ 

    тΥлл ta aŜƴƻǊŀƘ [ƛƎƘǝƴƎ 

    тΥлл ta {Ƙŀōōŀǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

мнκмл 

    млΥлл !a .ǊƻǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

мнκмм 

    млΥлл !a !Řǳƭǘ 9Ř-¢ƘŜ ¢Ŝƴ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ 

    мнΥлл ta {ƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘ /ƘŀƴǳƪŀƘ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ 

мнκмн 

    мΥол ta DǊƛŜŦ DǊƻǳǇ 

     рΥлл ta wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ CƛŜƭŘ ¢ǊƛǇ 

мнκмо 

    фΥлл !a 9ƴŘƻǿƳŜƴǘ CǳƴŘ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

    ммΥлл !a ¢ƻǊŀƘ {ǘǳŘȅ 

     мΥлл ta !Řǳƭǘ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

мнκмп 

    млΥлл !a !Řǳƭǘ 9Ř-LǎǊŀŜƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƎŜ 

    мΥлл ta ¢ŜŀƳ ¢.{ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлно 
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{!¢¦w5!¸ {I!..!¢ {9w±L/9 ϧ th¢ [¦/Y .w¦b/I 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ {Ƙŀōōŀǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мсǘƘ ŀǘ млΥлл !a 

 

²9 ²L[[ a99¢ Lb ! a9a.9wΩ{ Iha9Φ   Chw ahw9 LbChwa!¢Lhb !b5 LC ¸h¦ !w9 

Lb¢9w9{¢95 Lb !¢¢9b5LbDΣ t[9!{9 w{±t ¢h ¢I9 ¢9at[9 hCCL/9 !¢ сно-фтт-онплΦ  

kĖƃƾŵŵĖŞ ¬ŁƃƌƪĖŞ £ŢŗŞƷŢƃŗ 
 

͍̘̚̕ Ʀ͔ƀ͔ åŞƾƪƮĹĖǙ DŁĳ͔ ̜͍  ×ĖİİŢ DĖƃĖ NǒĖƃ ¡ĖƦŸĖƃ ŸŢŗŞƷƮ ƷŞŁ ǯƪƮƷ  
kĖƃƾŵŵĖŞ ĳĖƃĹŸŁ ƌƃ ƷŞŁ ƀŁƃƌƪĖŞ ƌƾƷƮŢĹŁ ƷŞŁ åŁƀƦŸŁ͔ åŞŁƪŁ ǓŢŸŸ İŁ 
ƮƌƃŗƮ ĖƃĹ ŸŢŗŞƷ ƪŁŕƪŁƮŞƀŁƃƷƮ ĖŕƷŁƪǓĖƪĹƮ͔ aƪŢŁƃĹƮ ĖƃĹ ŕĖƀŢŸǙ ǓŁŸĳƌƀŁ͐ 
 
̜͍̕̕ Ʀ͔ƀ͔ aƪŢĹĖǙ͎ DŁĳŁƀİŁƪ ̝ƷŞ͍ ×ĖİİŢ ¡ĖƦŸĖƃ ϗ >ĖƃƷƌƪ ¡ƌƪŢƷĖƃ ǓŢŸŸ 
ŸŢŗŞƷ ƷŞŁ ƀŁƃƌƪĖŞ İŁŕƌƪŁ ÛŞĖİİĖƷ ÛŁƪǒŢĳŁƮ͔ 

 

͍̗̚̕ Ʀ͔ƀ͔ ¬ƌƃĹĖǙ DŁĳ͔ ̖̖͍ ×ĖİİŢ DĖƃĖ NǒĖƃ ¡ĖƦŸĖƃ ǓŢŸŸ ŸŁĖĹ ƷŞŁ  
kĖƃƾŵŵĖŞ ƀŁƃƌƪĖŞ ŸŢŗŞƷŢƃŗ ĖƷ ƷŞŁ ÛƌƃƌƪĖƃ ÓŸĖǢĖ ŸƌĳĖƷŁĹ ĖƷ ̖̞̜̘̚ ¯͔ 
×ŁƀŢƃŗƷƌƃ Dƪ͔ Ţƃ åŞŁ cƪĖƃĹ͔  όCƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ {/ DǊŀƴŘύ 

 

![[ !w9 ²9[/ha9Η 
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December Torah Discussions 

 

Our next Zoom meeting is on Wednesday, December 6, 2023 at 11:00 a.m. The reading is Genesis, 

Parashat Vayigash, Perek Alef, Judahôs Speech-A Plea for Justice, pages 110-112 of A Torah Com-

mentary for our Times, Volume One: Genesis by Harvey J. Fields. 

December 6, 2023 Genesis, Parashat Vayigash, Perek Alef, Judahôs Speech-A Plea for Justice 

December 13, 2023 Genesis, Parashat Vayechi, Perek Bet, Jacob and His Sons-Honest Evaluations 

   December 20, 2023 Exodus, Parashat Shemot Perek Alef, Pharaohôs War against the Jews 

 December 27, 2023 Exodus, Parashat Vaôera Perek bet, The Hardening of Pharaohôs Heart 
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