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Please check out Rabbi Kaplan’s blog for photos, interesting 
notes and more at danakaplan.com. 

A MESSAGE FROM RABBI 
DANA EVAN KAPLAN
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 We will celebrate Shavuot as part of our Friday night Shabbat service on May 
22. We are celebrating God‘s having given us the Torah, which we have been 
privileged to study and debate for more than 3,000 years.

Among the major Jewish festivals, Shavuot is perhaps the most understated —
and yet, in many ways, the most profound. Unlike Passover, with its rich home 
rituals including the Passover Seder using our Haggadah, or Sukkot, with its 
visible symbols including the four species and the Sukkah, Shavuot has few 
external observances. And yet it commemorates one of the defining moments in 
Jewish history: the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai.

Shavuot marks the culmination of a journey that begins with Passover. If 
Passover celebrates physical freedom—the Exodus from Egypt—then Shavuot 
celebrates spiritual freedom: the moment when a newly liberated people of Israel 
received a religious framework to guide our lives.

Freedom without purpose can be empty; Shavuot reminds us that true freedom 
is found in commitment to Judaism and manifesting that commitment through 
study of Torah.

  

https://www.danakaplan.com/
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At the heart of Shavuot is the idea of revelation. According to tradition, every Jew—past, 
present, and future—stood at Sinai. Revelation is not only a historical event but an 
ongoing experience. Each generation is called to hear the Torah anew, to interpret it, 
and to apply its teachings to the realities of contemporary life. Shavuot is not just about 
what happened once, but about what continues to happen whenever we engage deeply 
with Jewish learning.

The custom of Tikkun Leil Shavuot, staying up all night, expresses the idea that 
receiving Torah is not passive; it requires effort, curiosity, and dedication. The Torah is 
not simply given—it must be continually received. 

To mark this occasion without literally staying up all night, we’re going to have a shorten 
Shabbat service combined with a number of special prayers for Shavuot, and then have 
a short study session, focusing on the giving of the Torah while we eat dairy products. 
Torah is poetically compared to “milk and honey,” so dairy symbolizes its sweetness.

Shavuot is linked to the Book of Ruth, which we read on this holiday. Ruth’s story is one 
of choice and commitment. She voluntarily joins the Jewish people and embraces its 
values, declaring, “Your people shall be my people, and your God my God.” Ruths story 
reminds us that Jewish identity is not only inherited—it is also chosen and reaffirmed 
through our actions and commitments.

Finally, Shavuot invites us to reflect on the relationship between study and action. The 
Torah is not merely a text to be learned; it is a guide for living. The value of 
responsibility toward others—so central to Jewish teaching—are meant to shape our 
daily lives. In that sense, Shavuot challenges us: How are we living out the teachings 
we have received?

Shavuot offers a moment to listen — to hear again the call of Sinai. It reminds us that 
Judaism is not only about memory, but about renewal; not only about tradition, but 
about ongoing engagement. Each year, we stand again at Sinai, with the opportunity to 
recommit ourselves to a life of meaning.

Shavout will be celebrated during the Friday night service at 7 p.m. 
May 22, and will be followed by a study service and dairy Oneg in the 
social hall. 



     "Blessed is our God who created us for God's glory, who distinguished us from 
erring, who gave us the Torah of truth."  This reassuring liturgic prayer is sung in the 
Hassidic tradition on Shavuot, which begins at sundown on May 21st this year.  In 
Harry Coopersmith's book, "More of the Songs We Sing," he indicates this chanted 
prayer is to be sung "ecstatically." Why not? How many peoples on this planet were 
given such a gift as our Torah? 

    The lyrics to the "Shavuot Hymn" by Zangwill further express our gratefulness 
for such a gift:  "Could we with ink the ocean fill; were every blade of grass a quill, 
were the world of parchment made and every man a scribe by trade, to write of the 
love of God above would drain the ocean dry; nor would the scroll contain the whole, 
though stretched from sky to sky."  This holiday has music filled with wonder and 
awe that help lead us, perhaps unknowingly, to our higher selves.  The dances, also, 
as recreated in modern melodies, such as "Shibolet Basadah" (Stalk in the Field) 
are aural windows for the soul.

    Another aspect of the harvest holiday is the recitation of the Book of Ruth. As a 
convert to Judaism who pleads to her Jewish mother-in-law, Naomi, ("Entreat me not 
to leave thee, whither thou goest") remains a source of religious and musical 
inspiration for Jews, and, subsequently, Christians.  For all of us, the delicious music 
of this early harvest drives us forward to sow the seeds of our yearning to produce a 
crop of newfound wisdom that will 'open the gates' of righteousness when the next 
harvest yields its glorious gifts.  Several months later, we are fully ripened, and can 
honestly pray to find our true selves included in the Book of Life.

    Incredibly, Shavuot was originally called "Festival of the First Fruits." Folk 
songs, along with mysticism. abound to glorify and preserve this agricultural event 
with its original revelations:  Our Torah was revealed at this "once in a world 
happening!"  We stood at the foot of Mount Sinai as it spewed volcanic splendor as 
a backdrop for Moses when he presented the Ten Commandments.  Had Rodgers 
and Hammerstein II been celebrating Shavuot instead of helping frightened Austrian 
children get through a thunderstorm (not that different from Sinai in mood), "My 
Favorite Things" may have begun: "Blintzes and kugel, rugelach and 
cheesecake."   Many secular Jews only remember the holiday as a time for dairy 
foods, fattening or diet.  Shavuot is, of course, so much more --- not in calories, but 
in major significance. With music added, we surely will reach the joy of feeling God's 
love.  Our true desserts are on their way when we will voice, "Chag Sameach!"

  



Richard Bass
Board Member

 I have been a member of Temple Beth Shalom of the West Valley for about 3 ½ 
years and have found a home of like-minded individuals. For about 30 years, my wife 
and I traveled to Phoenix for a week or two. We always stayed on the east side of the 
Valley in the Scottsdale area. I thought that the west side was still sage brush, 
saguaros and coyotes. Little did I realize that this part of the Valley had a vibrant 
population and cultural life with a very nice synagogue.

I first encountered TBS from a newspaper article about the seminars that TBS gives 
regarding aspects of Jewish life and culture. The courses that I encountered were 
well done and stimulated my thought process. So I came for Friday night services and 
found a home. The congregation was embracing and friendly. Rabbi Kaplan is 
personable, approachable and entertaining during services and during the courses. 
He is an excellent teacher and Rabbi. I became a member in 2022. With time and 
persuasion, I became a member of the Adult Education Committee. This past year, I 
was invited to become a member of our TBS board. Having been on a temple board 
in my prior home of Springfield, Illinois, I understood the time commitment involved. I 
am also a member of the Social Action Committee and the Fundraising Committee. 
I’m  still in the learning stage as a board member and hopefully I make contributions 
to the discussions during our meetings.

Let me tell you about myself. I was born and raised in Chicago. All of my schooling 
including medical school (University of Illinois) and my residency in otolaryngology 
(Northwestern)  were also in Chicago. Except for two years in the Army as an 
otolaryngologist in Kentucky, my life and career centered in Illinois. After the Army, we 
moved to Springfield. I had a private practice but later moved to the Southern Illinois 
University School of Medicine in the Department of Otolaryngology (Ear, Nose and 
Throat). I had a great time treating patients, doing surgery and teaching residents, 
medical students and nurses. My wife, Lois, passed away in 2016. My daughter, 
Alyson, and her family moved from the Springfield area to Glendale in 2022 so I 
decided it was time to plant my roots in a different place. 

  





                     TBS SECURITY STATEMENT
Due to the current national risk assessment for Jewish organizations and 
facilities, Wasson Security and the Temple Beth Shalom Safety & Security 
Committee have collaborated to establish the following protocols for our 
security officers to improve our worship experience and to allow them to 
more fully focus on their primary duty of safeguarding the synagogue and 
its members:

1.  No-one will be allowed to enter the synagogue more than 20 minutes 
after services have begun.
2.  The officers are not to engage in casual conversations while on duty.
3.  The officers will not be available to carry items into the synagogue. A 
cart will be placed close to the entrance in case anyone should require 
assistance moving heavy or bulky items inside.
4.  The officers will not be available to remove items from congregant's 
vehicles unless their assistance is required for an item that is unusually 
heavy.
5.  The officers are being tasked with keeping our front door closed at all 
times unless someone is actively entering or exiting the building.
They will gently remind us to move across the threshold of the door and 
not pause to chat with other members while causing the door to remain 
open longer than necessary.

As part of our continuing effort to improve safety and security for 
members of Temple Beth Shalom, we are requesting that all members 
begin wearing their member badge to services and special events. This 
will allow our security guards to more quickly identify members and 
facilitate their entry into the building.

If you need a badge, please contact Carmen at 
carmenberkowitz@msn.com or 847-731-3730. The fee for a new badge is 
$10.

As an added reminder, once you have stepped into the foyer of the 
synagogue please remember to continue moving forward as your physical 
presence within approximately 8 feet of the front door will not allow the 
locking mechanism to engage.   

Thank you for your cooperation as we strive to maintain a safe and secure 
environment at Temple Beth Shalom.



TBS Happenings
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Join the Lunch Bunch on May 14
Join the Lunch Bunch for conversation and fun! They will meet  at 12:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 14 at I & J Fountain Restaurant, 12221 W. Bell Road in Surprise. 
For reservations, please call or text Linda Abrams Tederman at 402-659-0286.

Shalom Club of the West Valley 
 The Shalom Club of the West Valley will meet at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 17, at 
Temple Beth Shalom. For more information, please contact Carmen 
Berkowitz, Shalom Club president at carmenberkowitz@msn.com or 
847-721-3730.

Want to join the Shalom Club of the West Valley? Annual membership dues 
are $30. Go to shalomclubwestvalley.org for more information or call 
Carmen.
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What's Happening at TBS

Mother's Day BBQ on May 3
The Brotherhood is hosting its annual Mother's Day barbecue with entertainment 
at 4 p.m. Sunday, May 3. Cost is $18 per person. Please RSVP with payment by 
noon April 30 by calling the Temple office at 623.977.3240. There will be grilled 
chicken and a pasta dish for vegetarians.   

Kavod Award Celebration on May 1 
During the May 1st Shabbat Services, we hope you can help us celebrate 
Carmen Berkowitz and Jon Green who will be honored with the annual Kavod 
Awards in appreciation of their exemplary service to the congregation of Temple 
Beth Shalom of the West Valley.  Carmen is a board vice president and Jon is 
board treasurer.



TBS Calendar
5/1
5:30 p.m. Brotherhood Potluck
7 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service  & 
Kavod Awards presentation to Jon 
Green and Carmen Berkowitz
5/3
4:30 p.m. Mother's Day BBQ
5/4
10 a.m. Adult Ed: “Authenticity, 
Honesty and Integrity"
5/6
9 a.m. Adult Ed: “Ancient Biblical 
Interpretation”
11 a.m. Torah Study
5/7
10 a.m. Adult Ed: “Jewish Influence on 
Music"
5/8
10 a.m. Loss Group
7 p.m. Shabbat Service  
5/9
10 a.m. Saturday Shabbat 
5/11
10 a.m. Adult Ed: “Authenticity, 
Honesty and Integrity"
5/13
9 a.m. Adult Ed: “Ancient Biblical 
Interpretation”
11 a.m. Torah Study
1 p.m. General Board Meeting
5/14
10 a.m. Adult Ed: “Jewish Influence on 
Music"
12:30 p.m. Lunch Bunch

 

  

  

5 /15
10 a.m. Loss Group
7 p.m. Shabbat Service  
5/17
2 p.m. Shalom Club  of the West 
Valley.
5/18
10 a.m. Adult Ed: “Authenticity, 
Honesty and Integrity"
Noon Sisterhood Luncheon
5/20
9 a.m. Adult Ed: “Ancient Biblical 
Interpretation”
11 a.m. Torah Study
5/21
10 a.m. Adult Ed: “Jewish Influence on 
Music"
5/22
10 a.m. Loss Group
7 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service 
(Shavuot) will be followed by a study 
service and dairy Oneg in the social 
hall.
5/27
9 a.m. Adult Ed: “Ancient Biblical 
Interpretation”
11 a.m. Torah Study
5/29
10 a.m. Loss Group
7 p.m. Shabbat Service  
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Music will be provided by DJ Pedro Baez 



Check Out Our Study Groups 
Ancient Biblical Interpretation
This weekly study group led by Rabbi Kaplan meets weekly from 9 to 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays at Temple Beth Shalom. Cost is $20 per person per 
month for Temple members and $35 for non-members. Payment is required 
at the beginning of each month. You can join any time. More information is 
available on tbsaz.org or by calling the office at 623.977.3240.

Torah Study Group
Torah Study Zoom meetings at 11 a.m. Wednesdays. New participants are 
welcome. Please contact the TBS office at 623.977.3240 to get the Zoom 
information and to register for the discussions if you have not previously 
done so.   
 

https://tbsaz.org/






TBS Board Treasurer Jon 
Green, Dr. Perri Fine and 
Julianna Gonzalez

Taking charge of your hearing
Thank you to audiologist Dr. Perri Fine and her patient care coordinator, Julianna Gonzalez, 
for your wonderful presentation at Temple Beth Shalom on April 23 about how important it is to 
improve our hearing. 

Better hearing will help maintain brain health, improve social interaction, and enhance quality 
of life.

Dr. Fine and Julianna described the services provided at her practice, Sun City Hearing Life, 
13203 N 103rd  Ave.:  

• Complimentary hearing examinations. Dr. Fine recommends an annual hearing test, just like 
periodic checkup visits to other medical practitioners. 

• An explanation of the test results and next steps if diagnosed with a hearing loss.  

• Hearing devices through all major manufacturers and levels of hearing loss.   

• Services and supplies for existing devices to maintain optimal operating performance. 

• Assistance with insurance and financing. 

• Other clinical expertise in ear wax removal, assisted listening devices and overall support.

Dr. Fine, who grew up in New York City, obtained an undergraduate degree in Marine Biology, 
then a Master's degree in Teaching and Learning. She taught middle and high school science 
for five years.

When COVID shut down school attendance, she pursued a career in audiology to bring the 
advantages of healthy hearing to her patients. She loves the Arizona sunshine so she moved 
here and earned her Doctor of Audiology degree at A.T. Still University in Mesa. She is a 
member of several Arizona and national professional associations. 

Dr. Fine can be reached at her office, 602.567.9947 or suncity@hearinglife.com. 

If you’d be interested in having Dr. Fine do another presentation about hearing at Temple Beth 
Shalom, please call the Temple office at 623.977.3240. 
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE FOLLOWING DONATIONS

You may donate to the Temple in many ways.  The designated Temple Funds are listed below 
with a brief description of each. When making your donation, please designate your fund of 
choice. Online donations can be made at tbsaz.org.

https://www.tbsaz.org/about-3
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CONTRIBUTIONS
Many people contribute to the Flower Bouquet & Food Basket Funds “in memory of,” but did you 
know that you can also contribute to these funds “in honor of” to help someone special celebrate a 
birthday, anniversary or any other kind of Simcha?

This is Sisterhood’s major fundraiser. We use it to make donations to local food banks, but the major 
portion is given to our Temple whenever a need arises, such as a copier, a computer and new kitchen 
appliances like a refrigerator and dishwasher. We are always there to help.

Please help by contributing.

BIMAH FLOWER & FOOD BASKET FUND
Contributions are always appreciated. Make checks payable to TBS Sisterhood and send 
them to the Temple office.
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Advertise with Us
Grow your business by advertising in Temple Beth Shalom 
of the West Valley's monthly Shofar newsletter! Advertising 
rates for 12 issues from July 2026 to June 2027 are:

Full Page: $600
Half Page: $375
Quarter Page: $200

For more information, please contact the Temple office at 
623.977.3240 or templebethshalomaz@gmail.com. 

Temple Beth Shalom  Sun City, AZ
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