
Jan. 2026   TEVET-SHEVAT, 5786

Illustration by Freepik.com 



Please check out Rabbi Kaplan’s blog for photos, interesting 
notes and more at danakaplan.com. 

A MESSAGE FROM RABBI 
DANA EVAN KAPLAN

    Your Voice Matters: Shaping Our Friday Night Worship Together

One of the great strengths of our Temple community is that we come together not only to 
pray, but to build something sacred collectively. Jewish worship has never been static. 
From the Temple in Jerusalem, to the traditional synagogue, to the Classical Reform 
temple, to the Mishkan T’fila siddur we hold today, our tradition has always evolved in 
conversation with the spiritual needs of the people who gather. 

As your rabbi, I want to invite you into that conversation more intentionally.

Over the coming days, I would like to hear directly from you about what you hope to 
receive from our Friday night services as well as our Saturday morning monthly services 
— and what you most need spiritually and religiously at this stage of your life. I am asking 
not as a pollster or consultant, but as a partner in sacred work.

Different people come to services carrying very different hopes. Some are looking for 
inspiration. Others are seeking comfort, healing, or grounding after a difficult week. Some 
want to feel challenged intellectually; others want to feel held emotionally. Some are drawn 
to music; others to words, silence, or ritual structure. None of these needs are more 
“correct” than others—they are simply human and Jewish.

 I would love to hear from you about questions such as:

• What spiritual or religious needs bring you to Friday night services right now?
• What moments in our services feel most meaningful or authentic to you?
• What parts help you feel connected—to God, to community, to yourself? 
• Are there elements that feel less engaging, confusing, or distant?
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You may also wish to reflect on the practical details of our worship:

• Would you like more singing or less singing?
• More Hebrew, less Hebrew, or more explanation of what we are saying?
• Are there particular prayers that resonate with you — or others you struggle with?
• How do you feel about moments of silence or meditation during the service?
• Do you prefer a service that feels more structured, or more flexible and reflective?

I am especially interested in what is working for you right now, as well as what may not be. If 
something in our current approach helps you feel spiritually nourished, I want to know that. If 
something consistently misses the mark for you, I want to hear that as well — respectfully and 
honestly.

You are also welcome to suggest changes or ideas. Perhaps there is a ritual you experienced 
elsewhere that moved you deeply. Perhaps there is a theme, teaching style, or musical approach 
you would like to see more often. Perhaps you are not sure what you want—but you know how 
you want to feel when you leave services. That, too, is valuable feedback.

Please know that not every suggestion can or will be implemented, and that our services must 
balance a wide range of needs across backgrounds. But listening matters. And understanding 
how our worship is experienced by the people who show up is an essential part of nurturing a 
living, responsive Jewish community. You can email me directly at rabbidanakaplan@gmail.com. 
If you prefer, you may write at length or briefly, thoughtfully or intuitively. 

My hope is that this process will help us continue to shape Friday night services that are 
spiritually meaningful, welcoming, and honest—services that meet us where we are, while gently 
lifting us toward something higher.

Thank you for being part of this sacred conversation. I look forward to hearing from you.

Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan
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    The First Shabbat Service of the secular New Year is January 2, 2026.  That in itself is 
exciting, but even more festive when it is remembered that Shabbat is truly the most important 
holiday of the year.  First the Cantor introduces a niggun to entice the congregation to sing 
along, and the per-service starts gaining momentum,

The Rabbi's greeting officially welcomes everyone.  We rise and join in the singing of Shalom 
Aleichem.  The official start of the service is next....You guessed correctly!

    The motif of the evening is truly set when a woman or a group of women blesses the birkat 
hanerot (Sabbath lights) and yom tov (every festival, if it falls on a holiday).  This simple but 
defining act may be performed by a man... if a woman is unavailable!  Ushering in the light 
(synonymous with "joy" in the Bible) is one of only three mitzvot that Jewish women of 
Orthodoxy are expected to fulfill.  The other two are through ritual bath (mikvah) and the 
separation of the challah into two portions, of which the smaller is not kneaded but later is 
burned.

    We can imagine our early Matriarchs initiating candlelight, performing this beautiful opening 
of Shabbat at home.  However, this symbolic as well as physical act in shul was denied to 
women until almost a millennium ago.  Until then, most rabbis, all of whom were male), 
considered the lighting of the Shabbat lamp as a woman's task simply because the men were in 
synagogue.  By default, the ladies gained an honored tradition as their own.

    Around the 11th century, Northern European Jewish women achieved more freedom and 
status in religious matters.  They chose to fulfill the mitzvot previously denied to them, also 
gaining the right to recite the candle blessing. This ritual is documented, perhaps for the first 
time, by Rashi's granddaughter, Hannah, who described her mother performing it.  In 
the Mishnah, only one light is mentioned.  The custom evolved, especially among the wealthy, 
to two or even more candles; one for each child or family member:  After the candles are lit, she 
closes her eyes and encircles the lights three times with her outstretched hands.  This focuses 
attention and brings the true light of Shabbat to oneself.

    At Temple Beth Shalom, after the recitation of the blessing and its English translation, the 
cantor leads the congregation in the melodic version composed by Abraham Wolf Binder 
(1895-1966).  A native New Yorker, Binder spent his life writing music to enrich prayer.  The 
soothing minor tones of his setting enhance the mood already set by the woman's recitation.

May every woman come to know the joy shared by those who fulfill this spiritual act of honor.  
May we sing the praises and be enriched by the presence of these women who retain that 
afterglow created by such a meaningful act of devotion and love.  On Shabbat, as we share 
each other's gifts, our individual prayers ignite one another in beautiful praise to God.  May the 
year 2026 bring light to all seekers of love and peace.



Jon Green
Board Treasurer

Marlene and I moved to Sun City from the Cleveland area in late 2021, a couple of 
years after I retired from the CPA firm I had merged my firm with in 2015. 

We came to Arizona to be close to long-time friends, David and Sheila Lovinger, with 
whom we had shared many New Years holidays, and to plant new roots in the Jewish 
community here. We joined Temple Beth Shalom of the West Valley, and were 
immediately welcomed. 

In the Cleveland area, I was most recently the treasurer of Temple Emanu El,
 when we decided to purchase land and build a new facility south and east of our original 
Temple, to follow the migration of young Jewish families to that area, as our temple’s 
demographics were changing.

In Cleveland, I also served as an officer and treasurer of the Foundation for Geauga 
Parks, which raises funds to support Geauga County, Ohio parks. I am still a member of 
its Finance and Budget Committee.

I am currently the treasurer and a member of our Temple Beth Shalom’s Board of 
Directors and a member of the Brotherhood and the Outreach Committee. I also help 
manage our Temple’s Arizona and Homeland Security grants. My goal is to help our 
congregation succeed in our mission of well-representing the Jewish population here in 
the West Valley. 

Marlene is co-chair of the Social Action Committee. We have three daughters. Two 
families live in the D.C. area, and our youngest daughter's family lives in Dallas.

If you are interested in sharing your experience to help TBS grow, please email me at 
jmgreencpa@gmail.com. 
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This is one in a series spotlighting TBS members 
chosen by the Board. 

By Mariane Anderson

Way back in 1993, when we were all young and 
foolish, Earl Schatz and his wife, Yolanda, left the snow 
and humidity of Chicago behind and emigrated to 
warm, wonderful Arizona.  Within a couple of years, 
after visiting various Valley synagogues, they settled on 
Temple Beth Shalom. They found the congregation to 
be warm and friendly and so became long-standing 
members.  

Yolanda, now a widow, was born in Gary, Indiana, and 
moved to Chicago after she was married to Earl.  Her 
favorite color is blue and her favorite food is pasta 
(yumm).  She was married in 1957 and they had two 
daughters, Gayle and Beth.  Beth is married to Mike 
(the son Yolanda never had) and they have a son, 
Lance, and two daughters, Molly and Kelly. Gayle has 
passed away, but had two daughters just like her mom, 
Kelly and Lindsey.  Lindsey is married to Willie, but 
there are no great-grand-children so far.

  

 TBS MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: YOLANDA SCHATZ

Yolanda Schatz (left) 
celebrated her 90th 
birthday with her friends 
at TBS in 2024.

Earl and Yolanda had joined the Temple to make friends; and they did. Things 
were different in the nineties than they are now, and the couple joined a 
Chavurah where they made fast friends; the kind you have for a lifetime.  
Yolanda muses that they are all gone now, but the flip side is that she has 
lived a long and active life, having just turned 91.   

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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In the beginning, there were no Temple Oneg Shabbats after services, 
so the group all went over to McDonald’s and schmoozed over ice 
cream together at connected tables instead of over baked goods in the 
Social Hall.  (No one had to worry about the time the security guard 
would go home or locking up the building after they were done.)  It was 
a friendly and enjoyable way to end the evening. 

Yolanda and Earl would make Onegs for special occasions and Earl 
took care of arranging the Bimah flowers each week. Yolanda and Earl 
did a lot of traveling together, sometimes with friends and sometimes on 
their own.  Yolanda particularly enjoyed a cruise on the Danube, seeing 
the cities and other sites along the way.  

Now, Yolanda lives a quieter life and volunteers in the Temple kitchen as 
the Hospitality chair of the Sisterhood.  It was fun getting to know 
something about Yolanda and I suspect I will continue the process for 
some time to come.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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The members of the Chavurah did everything together and were like an 
Arizona family for all the members that had come from other places.  
They played cards and Mah Jongg, went to plays at the Broadway 
Theater and attended movies with the Cinema Society.
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Hanukkah Potluck
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What's Up At TBS?
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1/6
9 a.m. Mah Jongg Tournament

1/7
9 a.m. Adult Ed: “Ancient Biblical 
Interpretation”
11 a.m. Torah Study
1 p.m. Adult Bar and Bat Mitzvah 
Orientation

1/8
9:30 a.m. Brotherhood tour of the 
Martin Auto Museum

1/9
7 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service

1/10
10 a.m. Saturday Shabbat Morning 
Service with Erez Kessler

1/11
9 a.m. Brotherhood Mitzvah Day 

1/12
10 a.m. Adult Ed: "God, Spirituality and 
Prayers"

1/14
9 a.m. Adult Ed: “Ancient Biblical 
Interpretation”
11 a.m. Torah Study
1 p.m. General Board Meeting

1/15
12:30 p.m. Lunch Bunch 

1/16
7 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
commemorated

1/19
10 a.m. Adult Ed: "God, Spirituality 
and Prayers"
Noon Sisterhood Luncheon 
1 p.m. Bingo

1/21
9 a.m. Adult Ed: “Ancient Biblical 
Interpretation”
11 a.m. Torah Study
1 p.m. General Board Meeting 

1/23
7 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service

1/26
3 p.m. International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day

1/28
9 a.m. Adult Ed: “Ancient Biblical 
Interpretation”
11 a.m. Torah Study

1/30
7 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service 



This and That

Sisterhood Bingo at Temple Beth 
Shalom of the West Valley

 Excitement is in the air! The Sisterhood is 
hosting Bingo at Temple Beth Shalom of the 
West Valley at 1 p.m. Jan. 19. The $10 fee 
covers cards, snacks and prizes. Please 
RSVP by Jan. 15th by contacting the Temple 
office at 623.977.3240 or 
templebethshalomaz@gmail.com. 

 Online payments and registration can be 
made by using the Bingo Zeffy form on 
tbsaz.org. 

Join the Lunch Bunch 
on Thursday Jan. 15
 Our next Lunch Bunch get together will 
be at 12:30 p.m. Jan. 15 at Babbo Italian 
Eatery, 16433 W. Bell Road in Surprise. 
Reservations are needed by Jan. 9 by 
contacting Linda Abrams Tederman at 
402.659.0286.

 

Saturday Morning Shabbat 
Services on Jan. 10 
Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan and Erez 
Kessler will lead the Saturday Morning 
Shabbat Services at 10 a.m. Jan. 10. 
Following the service there will be a 
potluck luncheon. Please call the office 
to RSVP at 623.977.3240  and let them 
know what you are bringing. 

We need your help on Mitzvah 
Day Sunday, Jan. 11

Volunteers are needed to do cleanup and 
trimming landscaping outside the Temple 
building on Mitzvah Day on Sunday, Jan. 
11. It is open to all.

The cleanup will start after a short 
Brotherhood meeting at 9 a.m. 
Participants are asked to bring work 
gloves and landscaping tools. Contact 
Steve Bold at 302.236.0717 or 
stbold@yahoo.com or Dave Katz, 
623.980.2196 or dave@katzaz.com for 
more information.   

       Donations needed for Rummage Sale
We're getting ready for the Temple's Rummage Sale fundraiser! We're asking 
members to bring their donations between Jan. 5 and Feb. 26 to the Temple. We 
can arrange to pick up large items in good condition. Donations sought include 
household items in working condition; clean clothing (no shoes please), books, 
jewelry, artwork and dishes. Your donations will be tax-deductible. Please see 
the flyer on the next page for more information.  





Would you like to be Bar/Bat Mitzvahed?
It’s never too late to claim a moment that was missed. Our synagogue 
is launching a new Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program for committed adult 
learners who did not have the opportunity to become bar or bat 
mitzvah earlier in life—and who are ready to do so now, with intention 
and depth. This is not a crash course, but a meaningful journey of 
study, community, and personal growth.

We are looking to start an Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah class. We are having 
an informational meeting and discussion at 1 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
7. Refreshments will be served. No prior knowledge of Hebrew is 
needed. 

Over approximately 18 months, a small group of adults will learn 
Hebrew, explore Jewish texts and ideas, and prepare to lead part of a 
Shabbat service. More than a ritual milestone, this program offers the 
chance to stand fully inside Jewish tradition as an adult—bringing a 
lifetime of questions, experience, and reflection to a moment of 
profound affirmation.

If you are interested, please call the Temple office at 623.977.3240 to 
sign up.

             CHECK OUT OUR TBS STUDY GROUPS

Ancient Biblical Interpretation
This weekly study group led by Rabbi Kaplan meets weekly from 9 to 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays at Temple Beth Shalom. Cost is $20 per person per 
month for Temple members and $35 for non-members. Payment is required 
at the beginning of each month. You can join any time. More information is 
available on tbsaz.org or by calling the office at 623.977.3240.

Torah Study Group
Our next Torah Study Zoom meeting will be at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
3. New participants are welcome. Please contact the TBS office at 
623.977.3240 to get the Zoom information and to register for the 
discussions if you have not previously done so.   

https://tbsaz.org/




We would like you to be involved in all of our Brotherhood events by 
joining. First-year Temple members are free.

Planned dinners, outings,brunches, helping the temple and working 
with Sisterhood are only part of what we do. Most of all, we can all 
enjoy a great camaraderie. We are all from different parts of the 
country with different and wonderful ideas and it is our communal 
events that make TBS great.

For more information, contact the TBS office at 623.977.3240 or 
templebethshalomaz@gmail.com.

Here are upcoming events:

Jan. 8:  9:30 a.m. Tour of the Martin Auto Museum in Glendale. 
Reservations requested. See flyer on next page.

Jan. 11: 9 a.m. Mitzvah Day. Intended to assist in cleaning debris 
outside the building and any other items that may be necessary.

Feb. 1: 9 a.m. Brotherhood paid-up membership brunch. Location to 
be determined.

May 3: 4 p.m. Mother’s Day Cookout
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Feb. 14th





Westside films will be shown at Harkins Arrowhead 18, 16046 N. Arrowhead Fountains 
Center Dr. in Peoria. Tickets go on sale Jan. 20, 2026.

Sunday Feb 15th
3 PM Once upon my Mother (Drama) Determined mother finds a remedy for her child
7 PM The Ring (Drama) Recovering a ring stolen during WW2 in Budapest

Tues Feb 17th 
3 PM  Everything Kosher (Light Drama) Opening a Kosher deli in an antisemitic 
German town
Short:  A Jew Grows Up in Brooklyn 
7pm Kill a Nazi (Drama) Describing the Entebie experience 

Sunday Feb 22
3 PM Henrietta Szold  (Documentary) Famous woman who founded Haddasah
7 PM Bella  (Comedy) A chase traveling between Israel and Palestine to bring Bella 
back
 Short: The 10th man

Monday Feb 23 
3 PM The Sea (Drama) Palestinian child’s determined quest to traverse Israel to the 
sea  
7PM Love of a Woman (Drama) A quest for family history with a surprise to find 3 
fathers
 
Tuesday Feb 24 
3 PM Swedishkeit (Comedy) Comedy duo explore Stockholm Jewish community and 
culture
Short: My Neighbors Ass   
7 pm  Sabotage (Drama) Women’s underground operation to sabotage Auschwitz  
    
Sunday March 1st 
3 PM  Tuve el Corazon  (Light drama) about the music scene of rock and tango in 
Argentina
7 pm Hola & Ciao (Light drama) Clash of Argentine and Israeli culture at a family 
reunion
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE FOLLOWING DONATIONS

You may donate to the Temple in many ways.  The designated Temple Funds are listed below 
with a brief description of each. When making your donation, please designate your fund of 
choice. Online donations can be made at tbsaz.org.

https://www.tbsaz.org/about-3
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CONTRIBUTIONS
Many people contribute to the Flower Bouquet & Food Basket Funds “in memory of,” but did you 
know that you can also contribute to these funds “in honor of” to help someone special celebrate a 
birthday, anniversary or any other kind of Simcha?

This is Sisterhood’s major fundraiser. We use it to make donations to local food banks, but the major 
portion is given to our Temple whenever a need arises, such as a copier, a computer and new kitchen 
appliances like a refrigerator and dishwasher. We are always there to help.

Please help by contributing.

BIMAH FLOWER & FOOD BASKET FUND
Contributions are always appreciated. Make checks payable to TBS Sisterhood and send 
them to the Temple office.

January Birthdays
Andrew Kirshner Jan. 6

Myrna Shanis Jan. 6

Marsha Gratz Jan. 7

Steven Katz Jan. 7

Dennis Cutler Jan. 11

Myron Weinbach Jan. 19

Joan Nappen Jan. 23

Dawnie Newman Ryberg Jan. 28

Minia Kalish Jan. 29
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