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A MESSAGE FROM RABBI KAPLAN 

 
Please check out Rabbi Kaplanôs Blog  

for photos, interesting notes and more at: 

 

https://www.danakaplan.com 

July 2024 
Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan 

 
Every religion has its rituals and distinctive ritual items. These ritual items allow people to perform the rites of their 
faith. In Judaism one of the most important ritual items is the tallit, the prayer shawl. In our temple, both men and 
women can wear a tallit if they choose to observe this mitzvah.  
 
In Reform Judaism, we are mandated to study each commandment and  decide individually and personally how and 
in what way ï and even if ð we feel spiritually drawn to observe that specific mitzvah. Therefore, no command-
ment is completely obligatory. What I would like to show is that there is much to recommend this particular mitz-
vah, whether it is wearing the tallit when we bless the Torah or carry the Torah or even just wearing it to sit on the  
Bimah ð or even in the pews. 
 
The word tallit comes from the Hebrew word allǭth, which means "cloak" or "cover". Normally when we refer to a 
tallit we're talking about the cloth part which forms the vast majority of the item.  
 
This cloth part of the tallit is called a beged. It is usually made from cotton or wool. The beged has to be  
rectangular.  Apparently, at the time that this Mitzvah was developed it was customary for people to wear  
rectangular garments. If you look at our clothing today, you will see that almost nothing that we might wear is  
actually rectangular.  
 
It turns out that the most important element of the tallit is not the garment itself but rather the strings attached to it. 
The Torah instructs the Children of Israel to attach fringes called ˸˧˴˧˴  tzitzit to the corners of their rectangular 
garments. The mitzvah is to put these strings on the four corners of oneôs garment to remember God all the time and 
our relationship to God as Jews. So in order to wear Tzizit, we need to first put on a rectangular garment! 
 
The origin of the tzitzit is biblical. Many commandments are rabbinic which are still regarded as important, but a 
commandment which is directly traceable back to the Bible is considered even more important. So we want to  
observe the mitzvah first and foremost because it is a commandment set forth in the Torah itself and also because 
we today find meaning in it. It may help us to put ourselves in the mind space to focus on prayer. It may also serve 
as a way of showing respect to the Torah which is why most people first put on a tallit before they carry a Torah. 
The tallit has four corners with knotted and twined fringes called tzitzit. In each of the four corners of the shawl are 
strings tied in a particular pattern. You must have a rectangular garment on in order to wear Tzitzit. Since most  
people no longer wear literally four-cornered garments, the tallit is worn specifically to fulfill the biblical precept. 
 
Tzitzit fulfill the following commandment in the Torah portion Shlah which is in The Book of Numbers: 

 
ñSpeak to the Israelite people and instruct them to make for themselves fringes on 
the corners of their garments throughout the ages; let them attach a cord of blue to 
the fringe at each corner. That shall be your fringe; look at it and recall all the  
commandments of God and observe them, so that you do not follow your heart and 
eyes in your wayward urge. Thus you shall be reminded to observe all My  
commandments and to be holy to your God. ñ(Numbers 15:37-41).  
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/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ CǊƻƳ wŀōōƛ YŀǇƭŀƴ 

 

 

If you read this paragraph carefully you will notice something very interesting. It includes the requirement to 
attach a cord of blue to each set of fringes. This practice was discontinued in the later rabbinic period Around 
the close of the Babylonian Talmud. The problem was that the identity of which species of mollusk that  
produces this blue color called tekhelet was apparently lost. In the 1880ôs, a rabbi claimed that the dye came 
from the Cuttlefish (which I have seen scuba diving!) and the practice could be resumed. But we in the Reform 
movement have not acted on this rediscovery! 
 
Later, in the Book of Deuteronomy, it is written that: 
 
ñYou shall make tassels for yourselves on the four corners of your clothing with which you cover your-
self.ò (Deuteronomy 22:12). 
 
This doesn't seem to add or change anything from the  earlier text in the Book of Numbers. Nevertheless, it  
reinforces the sense that the Jewish religious leaders at the time of the Babylonian exile remain committed to 
the idea of wearing a tallit, not only during prayers, but during daily activities. Today Orthodox Jews continue 
this practice by wearing a tallit katan, a small tallit under their outer shirt. 
 
What is the religious meaning of the tzitzit and specifically the 8 strands and 5 knots? There are many  
interpretations of course. Rashi suggests that the 8 strands of the tzitzit correspond to the 8 days between the 
Israelites offering up the paschal sacrifice and the day they crossed the Sea of Reeds. The 5 knots correspond to 
the Five Books of Moses. Both remind us to fulfill the commandments of the Torah. 
 
Together, then, the tzitzit serve to remind us that, just as God redeemed our ancestors from Egypt and at the 
Sea of Reeds, so too will God continue to protect and redeem the Jewish people in every generation. 
 
 
As we put on the tallit, we say the following blessing: 

ˢ ˢ˓̠ ˒˞  ̀̐˶˓̌ ô˸˧ˏ˴ ˧ˏ˴ ˋ̌  ˱ː̒˒̄ ˋ˸ ˏs ˋ˪ ̐ˮ˓̐ˏ˴ ˋˣ ˣ˧˓˸ ̡ˋ˴ ˏˬ ˋ̌  ̐ˮ˓̅ ˋl ˏ˵ ˶ˑ̅ ˍ˞ ˫˓˪̡˰˒ˢ ̀ˑ˪ˑˬ ̐ˮ˧ːˢ̂ˌ˞ 
 
Baruch atah adonai 
Eloheinu melech ha olam 
Asher kidishanu bômitzvotav 
Vitzivanu lôhitatef bôtzitzit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessed are you Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has sanctified us with your mitzvot and  
commanded us to wrap ourselves in tzitzit. Amen  
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NOTES FROM OUR CANTOR 

 

                                                       ¬ŁƀƌƪǙ ĳĖƃ İŁ ĖƦƦŸŢŁĹ Ʒƌ Ʈƌ ƀĖƃǙ ǓƌƃĹŁƪŕƾŸ ĖƮƦŁĳƷƮ ƌŕ ƌƾƪ ŸŢŕŁ͔ ¹ƃŁ ĳĖƃ ǙŁĖƪƃ͎ ƷŞŁƃ 
ŸŁĖƪƃ Ʒƌ ŵƃƌǓ ƷŞŁ åƌƪĖŞ ĖƮ ƌƃŁ ŵƃƌǓƮ Ė Ʈƌƃŗ͎ Ė ƪŁƀŁƀİŁƪŁĹ ƀŁŸƌĹǙ ƷŞĖƷ ƷĖŵŁƮ ĳŁƃƷŁƪ ƮƷĖŗŁ Ţƃ 
ƌƃŁ͘Ʈ ĳƌƃƮĳŢƌƾƮƃŁƮƮ ĖƃĹ ƮƾĹĹŁƃŸǙ ŢƮ İŁŢƃŗ ŞƾƀƀŁĹ ƌƪ Ʈƾƃŗ İǙ͎ ƌŕ ĖŸŸ ƦŁƌƦŸŁ͎ Ǚƌƾ͐ åŞŢƮ ĖƮƦŁĳƷ ƌŕ 
ŵƃƌǓŢƃŗ ƦƪŁĳŁĹŁƮ ĖƃǙ ƀƌƷŢǒĖƷŢƌƃ͎ ǓŞŢĳŞ ƀĖǙ ŸŁĖĹ Ʒƌ ĖĳƷŢƌƃ͔ aŢƪƮƷŸǙ͎ ŢƷ ŕƌƪĳŁƮ ŢƃƷƌ ŁǘŢƮƷŁƃĳŁ Ė  
ƮƦŢƪŢƷƾĖŸ ŢƃƷŢƀĖĳǙ͎ ƌƃŁ ǓŞŢĳŞ İŁĳƌƀŁƮ ƷŞŁ ĳŁƃƷŁƪ ƌŕ ǓŞĖƷ ŢƷ ƀŁĖƃƮ Ʒƌ İŁ Ė ~ŁǓ͔  
 
      åŞŁ åƌƪĖŞ ƪŁǒŁĖŸƮ Ʒƌ ¬ƌƮŁƮ ƷŞĖƷ ǓŞŢĳŞ ǓŢŸŸ İƪŢƃŗ ƷŞŁ ~ŁǓŢƮŞ ƦŁƌƦŸŁ İĖĳŵ Ʒƌ cƌĹ ŢƮ Ė Ʈƌƃŗ 
--- ƷŞŁ Ûƌƃŗ ƌŕ ƷŞŁ åƌƪĖŞ͔ ͗aƌƪ ƷŞŁ ĳƌƀƀĖƃĹƀŁƃƷ ǓŞŢĳŞ o ŁƃŲƌŢƃ ƾƦƌƃ Ǚƌƾ ƷŞŢƮ ĹĖǙ͎ ͗ƮĖǙƮ ¬ƌƮŁƮ͎ 
͗ŢƮ ƃƌƷ İŁǙƌƃĹ ƪŁĖĳŞ͔  oƷ ŢƮ ǒŁƪǙ ĳŸƌƮŁ Ʒƌ Ǚƌƾ͎ Ţƃ Ǚƌƾƪ ƀƌƾƷŞ ĖƃĹ Ţƃ Ǚƌƾƪ ŞŁĖƪƷ͔͗ ͤDŁƾƷ͔ ̘͍̖̖̕-̖̙ͥ 
åŞŢƮ ŵŢƃĹ ƌŕ ŢƃƷŢƀĖƷŁ ŵƃƌǓŸŁĹŗŁ ƌŕ ƷŞŁ Ûƌƃŗ ƌŕ ƷŞŁ åƌƪĖŞ ŢƮ ǓŞĖƷ ͗ƪŁƷƾƪƃƮ͗ ƾƮ Ʒƌ ƌƾƪƮŁŸǒŁƮ͎ Ʒƌ 
cƌĹ͎ Ţ͔Ł͔ ͗ǓŞŁƃ ƷŞŁ ƀĖƃǙ ŁǒŢŸƮ ĖƃĹ ƷƪƌƾİŸŁƮ İŁŕĖŸŸ ƷŞŁƀ͎ ƷŞŁƃ ƷŞŢƮ Ʈƌƃŗ ƮŞĖŸŸ ĳƌƃŕƪƌƃƷ ƷŞŁƀ ĖƮ Ė 
ǓŢƷƃŁƮƮ͎ ƮŢƃĳŁ ŢƷ ǓŢŸŸ ƃŁǒŁƪ İŁ ŸƌƮƷ ŕƪƌƀ ƷŞŁ ƀƌƾƷŞ ƌŕ ƷŞŁŢƪ ƌǩƮƦƪŢƃŗ͔͗ ͤDŁƾƷ͔̘̖͍̖̞-̗̖ͥ ÛƾĹĹŁƃ  
ƀƌƀŁƃƷĖƪǙ ƪŁǒŁŸĖƷŢƌƃƮ ƷŞĖƷ ŸŁĖĹ ƾƮ İĖĳŵ Ʒƌ cƌĹ ƌƃŸǙ ĳƌƀŁ Ʒƌ ƷŞƌƮŁ ǓŞƌ ĳƌƃƷŢƃƾŁ Ʒƌ ƮŁĖƪĳŞ͔  āŞĖƷ 
ƷŞŁǙ ǯƃĹ ŢƮ͎ ŢƃĹŁŁĹ͎ ǒŁƪǙ ĳŸƌƮŁ Ʒƌ ƷŞŁƀ  Ţƃ ƷŞŁŢƪ ŞŁĖƪƷƮ ĖƃĹ ƀŢƃĹƮ ĖƃĹ ŢƮ ƦĖƪƷ ƌŕ ƷŞŁŢƪ ƮƌƾŸƮ͔ 
 
      oƃ ƷŞŁ Ûƌƃŗ͎ ƷŞŁ åƌƪĖŞ ĹŁƮĳƪŢİŁƮ oƮƪĖŁŸ͘Ʈ ŕĖŸŸŢƃŗ ĖǓĖǙ ĖƃĹ ŕĖŸŸŢƃŗ ĖƦĖƪƷ͎ ǓŞŁƃ ƷŞŁ ƀĖƃǙ 
ŁǒŢŸƮ ĖƃĹ ƷƪƌƾİŸŁƮ ŞĖƦƦŁƃ Ʒƌ ƷŞŁƀ͎ Ţ͔Ł͔ ͤİŁĳĖƾƮŁͥ ͗ƷŞŁǙ ƦƪƌǒƌŵŁĹ ¬Ł ǓŢƷŞ Ė ƃƌƃ-ŗƌĹ͎ ĖƃŗŁƪŁĹ ƀŁ 
ǓŢƷŞ ƷŞŁŢƪ ǒĖƃŢƷŢŁƮ͗ ͤƮŁŁ aŢƪƮƷ >ƌƀƀĖƃĹƀŁƃƷ ŕƌƪ ƷŞĖƷ ƌƃŁ͘Ʈ ƦƪŢƌƪ ǓĖƪƃŢƃŗ --- ŢƷ ǓĖƮ ƀƌƪŁ ƷŞĖƃ Ė 
ƮƾŗŗŁƮƷŢƌƃ͐ͥ 

      åŞŁ ŗƪŁĖƷ kĖƮƮŢĹŢĳ ƷŁĖĳŞŁƪ ĖƃĹ ƮƌƃŗǓƪŢƷŁƪ͎ ×ĖİİŢ ÛĳŞŸƌƀƌ >ĖƪŸŁİĖĳŞ ͤİ͔ ̖̞̗͎̚ ;ŁƪŸŢƃ - 
Ĺ͔̖̞̞̙͎ ¯ŁǓ ćƌƪŵ͎ͥ ŁǘƦŸĖŢƃŁĹ ŢƷ ƷŞŢƮ ǓĖǙ͍ ͗åŞŁ ĳŸƌƮŁƪ Ǚƌƾ ĖƪŁ Ʒƌ Ė ƦŁƪƮƌƃ͎ ƷŞŁ ƀƌƪŁ Ǚƌƾ İŁŸŢŁǒŁ ŞŁ 
ĳĖƪŁƮ ĖİƌƾƷ ŁǒŁƪǙƷŞŢƃŗ Ǚƌƾ Ĺƌ͔  oŕ Ǚƌƾ İƾƀƦ ŢƃƷƌ ƮƌƀŁƌƃŁ ǓŞƌƀ Ǚƌƾ ĖƪŁ ƃƌƷ ĳŸƌƮŁ Ʒƌ͎ ǓŞƌƀ Ǚƌƾ 
ŞĖǒŁƃ͘Ʒ ƮŁŁƃ ŕƌƪ ƮŢǘ ƀƌƃƷŞƮ͎ ĖƃĹ ŞŁ ĖƮŵƮ Ǚƌƾ͎ ͘āŞĖƷ͘Ʈ ƃŁǓ͕͘ Ǚƌƾ ƀŢŗŞƷ ƃƌƷ ƷŁŸŸ͔  ! ƪŁĖŸŸǙ ĳŸƌƮŁ 
ŕƪŢŁƃĹ ŁǒŁƃ ǓĖƃƷƮ Ʒƌ ŞŁĖƪ ǓŞĖƷ Ǚƌƾ ĖƷŁ ŕƌƪ İƪŁĖŵŕĖƮƷ͔  ! ƮƷƪĖƃŗŁ ŗƌĹ ŢƮ ƌƃŁ ǓŞƌ Ǚƌƾ Ĺƌƃ͘Ʒ İŁŸŢŁǒŁ 
ĳĖƪŁƮ ĖİƌƾƷ ǓŞƌ Ǚƌƾ ĖƪŁ ĖƃĹ ǓŞĖƷ Ǚƌƾ Ĺƌ --- ŞŁ͘Ʈ Ė ƮƷƪĖƃŗŁƪ Ʒƌ Ǚƌƾ͔  åŞŁ ƀƌƪŁ Ǚƌƾ İŁŸŢŁǒŁ cƌĹ 
ĳĖƪŁƮ ĖİƌƾƷ Ǚƌƾƪ ŁǒŁƪǙ ƀƌǒŁƀŁƃƷ͎ ƷŞŁ ŸŁƮƮ Ǚƌƾ ĖƪŁ ǓƌƪƮŞŢƦƦŢƃŗ Ė ƮƷƪĖƃŗŁ ŗƌĹ͔͗ >ĖƪŸŁİĖĳŞ͘Ʈ ŸŢŕŁ͘Ʈ 
Ǔƌƪŵ İŁĳĖƀŁ İƪŢƃŗŢƃŗ ~ŁǓƮ ƌŕ ĖŸŸ ĹŁƃƌƀŢƃĖƷŢƌƃƮ İĖĳŵ ŢƃƷƌ ƷŞŁ ŕƌŸĹ͔  >ƌƃƮŢĹŁƪŢƃŗ ŞŁ ĹŢĹƃ͘Ʒ ŸŁĖƪƃ 
NƃŗŸŢƮŞ ƾƃƷŢŸ ĖŗŁ ̛̗͎ ŞŢƮ ƾƮŁ ƌŕ ƌƾƪ ŸĖƃŗƾĖŗŁ ŢƮ ƀĖƮƷŁƪŕƾŸ͎ ĹƪŢǒŢƃŗ ƪŢŗŞƷ Ʒƌ ƷŞŁ ŞŁĖƪƷ ƌŕ ŞŢƮ ƮƌƃŗƮ͘ 
ĳƌƪŁ͔  ¬ƌƮƷ ƌŕ ŞŢƮ ƀĖƷŁƪŢĖŸ ŢƮ Ţƃ kŁİƪŁǓ ĖƃĹ ćŢĹĹŢƮŞ͔ kŢƮ Ʈƌƃŗ Ţƃ NƃŗŸŢƮŞ͎ ͗×ŁƷƾƪƃ !ŗĖŢƃ͎͗ Ė  
ƀŁŸƌĹŢĳ ĖƃĹ ŸǙƪŢĳ ƀĖƮƷŁƪƦŢŁĳŁ ƌŕ ƮŢƀƦŸŁ ƮƷƪŁƃŗƷŞ ĖƃĹ ƷƪƾƷŞ͎ ŢƮ Ė ƀĖŢƃƮƷĖǙ ƌŕ ƌƾƪ ƮŞƾǒĖ ŸŢƷƾƪŗŢŁƮ͎ 
ƌƾƪ ƦƪĖǙŁƪƮ ŕƌƪ ƪŁƷƾƪƃŢƃŗ Ʒƌ ǓŞƌ ǓŁ ƷƪƾŸǙ ĖƪŁ͔ 
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NOTES FROM OUR CANTOR continued 

       

                                                    ¹ƃŁ ƌŕ ƷŞŁ ǯƪƮƷ ĳŸĖƮƮŁƮ ƷŞŁ ×ĖİİŢ ƮŁƷ ƾƦ ǓĖƮ Ţƃ ̖̞͎̚̕ ŁƃƷŢƷŸŁĹ͎ åÛcc͎ Ėƃ ĖĳƪƌƃǙƀ ŕƌƪ 
͗åĖƮƷŁ ĖƃĹ ÛŁŁ cƌĹ ŢƮ cƌƌĹ͔͗   åŞŁ £ƾİĖǒŢƷĳŞŁƪ ×ŁİİŁ͎ ¬ŁƃĖĳŞŁƀ ¬ŁƃĹŁŸ ÛĳŞƃŁŁƪƮƌƃ͎ ƾƪŗŁĹ 
ŞŢƀ Ʒƌ ƾƮŁ ŞŢƮ ƮƦŁĳŢĖŸ ƮŵŢŸŸƮ ĖƃĹ ƦŁƪŕƌƪƀ ƌƃ ĳƌŸŸŁŗŁ ĳĖƀƦƾƮŁƮ Ʒƌ ƪŁĳƌƃƃŁĳƷ ~ŁǓƮ Ʒƌ ƷŞŁŢƪ ƪƌƌƷƮ͎ 
İƾƷ ŸĖƷŁƪ ŞŁ ĹŢƮĖƦƦƪƌǒŁĹ ƌŕ ƷŞŁ ƃƌƃ-ƷƪĖĹŢƷŢƌƃĖŸ ƷĖĳƷŢĳƮ >ĖƪŸŁİĖĳŞ ƾƮŁĹ͔ ìƃĹĖƾƃƷŁĹ͎ ŞŁ  

ĳƌƀƦƌƮŁĹ ƷŞƌƾƮĖƃĹƮ ƌŕ ƮƌƃŗƮ ŁǒŁƃ ƷŞƌƾŗŞ ŞŁ ƃŁǒŁƪ ŸŁĖƪƃŁĹ Ʒƌ ƪŁĖĹ ƀƾƮŢĳĖŸ ƃƌƷĖƷŢƌƃ͔  kŢƮ NƮĖ 
NƃĖŢ ŢƮ ĖƃƌƷŞŁƪ Ʈƌƃŗ ǓŁ ŢƃĳŸƾĹŁ Ţƃ ƌƾƪ kŢŗŞ kƌŸǙ DĖǙƮ ƮŁƪǒŢĳŁƮ͔  kŁ ǓĖƮ ƌŕƷŁƃ ĳĖŸŸŁĹ͎ ͗åŞŁ 
ÛƌƾŸ DƌĳƷƌƪ͎͗ ĖƃĹ ƷŞĖƷ ǓĖƮ ĖŸƮƌ ƷŞŁ ƃĖƀŁ ƌŕ Ė ;ƪƌĖĹǓĖǙ ƀƾƮŢĳĖŸ ĖİƌƾƷ ŞŢƮ ŸŢŕŁ͎ ƦƪŁƮŁƃƷŁĹ ƌƃ 
ĖƃĹ ƌǩ ;ƪƌĖĹǓĖǙ ŸŁƮƮ ƷŞĖƃ Ė ĹŁĳĖĹŁ ĖŕƷŁƪ ŞŢƮ ŁĖƪŸǙ ĹŁĖƷŞ ĖƷ ̛̞ ŕƪƌƀ Ė ŞŁĖƪƷ ĖƷƷĖĳŵ͔  kŁ ŢƮ  
ĳƌƃƮŢĹŁƪŁĹ Ė ƦŢƌƃŁŁƪ ƌŕ ƷŞŁ ;ĖĖŸ åŁƮŞƾǒĖ ¬ƌǒŁƀŁƃƷ ͤ͗ƪŁƷƾƪƃŁŁƮ Ʒƌ ~ƾĹĖŢƮƀ͔͗ͥ 
 
      !ƃƌƷŞŁƪ Ʈƌƃŗ Ţƃ ǓŞŢĳŞ o ǯƃĹ ƪŁƃŁǓĖŸ ŢƮ ŞŢƮ £ƾŸŁ åƌƪĖƷĳŞĖ͔ åŞŁ ŸǙƪŢĳƮ ƷƪĖƃƮŸĖƷŁĹ 
ĖƪŁ͍  ͗ £ŢǒŁ cƌĹ͘Ʈ åƌƪĖŞ ŕƌƪ ĖŸŸ ƌŕ Ǚƌƾƪ ĹĖǙƮ͔ åŞŁƃ Ǚƌƾ ǓŢŸŸ İŁ İŸŁƮƮŁĹ͎ İŸŁƮƮŁĹ ǓŢƷŞ ŸŢŕŁ͔  o ǓƌƾŸĹ 
ŞĖǒŁ ƦŁƪŢƮŞŁĹ ŕƪƌƀ ƀǙ ĖǭŢĳƷŢƌƃ ƾƃŸŁƮƮ ćƌƾƪ ŸĖǓ ŞĖĹ İŁŁƃ ƀǙ ĹŁŸŢŗŞƷ͔͗ ͤDŁƾƷ͔ ̘͍̖̕-̗ͥ̕ 
>ĖƪŸŁİĖĳŞ͘Ʈ ƮƌƃŗƮ ŁǒƌŵŁ Ė ƮƦŁĳŢĖŸ ŵŢƃĹ ƌŕ ŢƃƷŢƀĖĳǙ ǓŢƷŞ cƌĹ͎ Ė ĳƌƃƮƷĖƃƷ ŕŁŁŸŢƃŗ ƌŕ ŕĖŸŸŢƃŗ ĖǓĖǙ 
ĖƃĹ İŁŢƃŗ ƪŁ-ŁƀİƪĖĳŁĹ͔ Nİİ ĖƃĹ aŸƌǓ͎ ƷŞŁ ƪŞǙƷŞƀ ƌŕ ŸŢŕŁ͎ ĳĖŸŸŢƃŗ Ʒƌ ƾƮ ƌƃĳŁ ĖŗĖŢƃ͔  

āŢŸŸ ǓŁ ĖƃƮǓŁƪ͕ 

 

             Baruch Koritan  
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

Stephen Bold 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ÓƪŁƮŢĹŁƃƷ ¬ŢƮĳŁŸŸĖƃǙ͍ 
 
×ŁƃƷĖŸ ƌŕ åŁƀƦŸŁ ĖƪŁĖƮ͔  åǓƌ ĖƪŁĖƮ ƌŕ ƷŞŁ åŁƀƦŸŁ ĖƪŁ ƪŁƃƷŁĹ ĖƃĹ ƌĳĳƾƦŢŁĹ İǙ ƃŁǓ ƷŁƃĖƃƷƮ͔  
oƃ ƷŞŁ ŞĖŸŸ ƃŁǘƷ Ʒƌ ƷŞŁ ƮĖƃĳƷƾĖƪǙ ƷŞŁ ƪƌƌƀ ŢƮ İŁŢƃŗ ƾƮŁĹ İǙ NŸǙƮŁ aŢƃƌĳĳŞŢƌ͎ Ė ŸŢĳŁƃƮŁĹ  
ĳƌƾƃƮŁŸƌƪ͔  åŞŁ ĖƾĹŢƷƌƪŢƾƀ͎ İƌĖƪĹƪƌƌƀ ĖƃĹ ĳŸĖƮƮƪƌƌƀ ŞĖǒŁ İŁŁƃ ŸŁĖƮŁĹ İǙ ƷŞŁ £ŢǒŢƃŗ āƌƪĹ 
>ŞƾƪĳŞ͔  åŞŁǙ ĖƪŁ ƦĖŢƃƷŢƃŗ ĖƃĹ ĳĖƪƦŁƷŢƃŗ ƷŞŁ ƪƌƌƀƮ ĖƃĹ ŞŁŸƦŢƃŗ ǓŢƷŞ ƷŞŁ ŸĖƃĹƮĳĖƦŢƃŗ ƌƾƷ 
İĖĳŵ͔  āŞŢŸŁ ƷŞŢƮ ŢƮ ŗƪŁĖƷ͎ ƦŸŁĖƮŁ ƪŁƀŁƀİŁƪ ƷŞĖƷ ƷŞŢƮ ƪŁǒŁƃƾŁ ƮƷŢŸŸ ĹƌŁƮ ƃƌƷ ĳƌƀƦŸŁƷŁŸǙ ĳŸƌƮŁ 
ƷŞŁ ĹŁǯĳŢƷ ƷŞĖƷ ƷŞŁ åŁƀƦŸŁ ŞĖƮ ŁƃĹƾƪŁĹ ŕƌƪ ƀĖƃǙ ǙŁĖƪƮ͔  Ûƌ ǓŁ ǓŢŸŸ ƮƷŢŸŸ İŁ ǓƌƪŵŢƃŗ ŞĖƪĹ ƌƃ 
ŕƾƃĹƪĖŢƮŢƃŗ͔ 
 
åŞŁ aŢƃĖŸ ;ƾĹŗŁƷ ǓĖƮ ĖƦƦƪƌǒŁĹ İǙ ƷŞŁ ;ƌĖƪĹ ƌŕ DŢƪŁĳƷƌƪƮ ƌƃ ~ƾƃŁ ̛͎ ̗̗̙͎̕ ĖƃĹ ĖŕƷŁƪ ƪŁĳŁŢǒŢƃŗ 
Ǚƌƾƪ ƪŁƷƾƪƃŁĹ İĖŸŸƌƷƮ͎ ŞĖƮ İŁŁƃ ĖƦƦƪƌǒŁĹ İǙ ƷŞŁ ƀŁƀİŁƪƮŞŢƦ͔  
 
cŁƃŢǢĖŞ͍  Ė ƪŁƦƌƮŢƷƌƪǙ ŕƌƪ ƷŢƀŁǓƌƪƃ ƮĖĳƪŁĹ ƀĖƃƾƮĳƪŢƦƷƮ ĖƃĹ ƪŢƷƾĖŸ ƌİŲŁĳƷƮ͔ 
oƃ !ƾŗƾƮƷ ƷŞŁ åŁƀƦŸŁ ǓŢŸŸ İŁ ŞĖǒŢƃŗ Ė ƮŁƪǒŢĳŁ ĖƷ ƷŞŁ cŁƃŢǢĖŞ ĖƷ ÛƾƃŸĖƃĹ ¬ŁƀƌƪŢĖŸ ǓŞŁƪŁ ƷŞŁ 
åŁƀƦŸŁ ǓŢŸŸ İƾƪǙ ƪŁŸŢŗŢƌƾƮ ŢƷŁƀƮ ƷŞĖƷ ĖƪŁ ĹĖƀĖŗŁĹ ƌƪ ƌƾƷ ƌŕ ƾƮŁ͔  oŕ Ǚƌƾ ŞĖǒŁ ĖƃǙ ŢƷŁƀƮ ĖƷ 
ŞƌƀŁ ƷŞĖƷ Ǚƌƾ ŕŁŁŸ ƮŞƌƾŸĹ İŁ İƾƪŢŁĹ͎ ƦŸŁĖƮŁ ĹƪƌƦ ƷŞŁƀ ƌǩ ĖƷ ƷŞŁ åŁƀƦŸŁ͔ 
 
åŞŁ āĖŸŸ ƌŕ kƌƃƌƪ ĖƃĹ >ŞĖƦŁŸ !ƪŵ͔  ćƌƾ ǓŢŸŸ ƃƌƷŢĳŁ ƷǓƌ ĳŞĖƃŗŁƮ Ţƃ ƷŞŁ åŁƀƦŸŁ͔  åŞŁ ƦŢĳƷƾƪŁƮ 
ƌŕ ƷŞŁ ×ĖİİŢ͎ >ĖƃƷƌƪ ĖƃĹ ÓƪŁƮŢĹŁƃƷͻƮ ƦŢĳƷƾƪŁƮ ŞĖǒŁ İŁŁƃ ƀƌǒŁĹ Ʒƌ Ė ƦŸĖĳŁ ƌŕ Şƌƃƌƪ Ţƃ ƷŞŁ ŞĖŸŸ 
ƃƌƪƷŞ ƌŕ ƷŞŁ ŸƌİİǙ͔  ÓŸŁĖƮŁ ƮƷƌƦ İǙ ĖƃĹ ŞĖǒŁ Ė Ÿƌƌŵ ĖƷ ƷŞŁ åŁƀƦŸŁͻƮ ƦŢƌƃŁŁƪƮ ĖƃĹ ŸŁĖĹŁƪƮ͔   
oƃ ĖĹĹŢƷŢƌƃ͎ Ėƃ !ƪŵ ŞĖƮ İŁŁƃ ƦŁƪƀĖƃŁƃƷŸǙ ƀƌƾƃƷŁĹ Ţƃ ƷŞŁ >ŞĖƦŁŸ͔   ÓŸŁĖƮŁ ƷŞĖƃŵ ;ŁƪƃŢŁ !ƪƾƀ 
ǓŞƌ ĹŢĹ ƀƌƮƷ ƌŕ ƷŞŁ Ǔƌƪŵ Ţƃ ƀĖŵŢƃŗ ƷŞŁƮŁ ĳŞĖƃŗŁƮ ŞĖƦƦŁƃ͔ 
 
 
 
ÛŞĖŸƌƀ 
 
ÛƷŁǒŁ 
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!¯ o¬Ó¹×å!¯å ¬NÛÛ!cN a×¹¬ åkN åN¬Ó£N 

 

Wearing a Tallit for Honors at Temple Beth Shalom of the West Valley 
 
 

¬ŁƀİŁƪƮ ƌŕ åŁƀƦŸŁ ;ŁƷŞ ÛŞĖŸƌƀ  ͧƌƪ ĖƃǙ ƌƷŞŁƪ ×Łŕƌƪƀ ~ŁǓŢƮŞ ĳƌƃŗƪŁŗĖƷŢƌƃ - ĖƪŁ ƃƌƷ 
ƪŁƩƾŢƪŁĹ Ʒƌ ǓŁĖƪ Ė ƷĖŸŸŢƷ ƌƪ ŵŢƦƦĖŞ ĖƷ ĖƃǙ ƷŢƀŁ ĹƾƪŢƃŗ ƪŁŸŢŗŢƌƾƮ ƮŁƪǒŢĳŁƮ͎ ĖŸƷŞƌƾŗŞ ƀĖƃǙ 
ƌŕ ƌƾƪ ƀŁƀİŁƪƮ Ĺƌ Ʈƌ  ͧŁƮƦŁĳŢĖŸŸǙ ĹƾƪŢƃŗ ƷŞŁ kŢŗŞ kƌŸǙ ĹĖǙƮ͔ ¯ŁŢƷŞŁƪ ƷŞŁ ìƃŢƌƃ ŕƌƪ 
×Łŕƌƪƀ ~ƾĹĖŢƮƀ ͤì×~ͥ ƃƌƪ ƷŞŁ >ŁƃƷƪĖŸ >ƌƃŕŁƪŁƃĳŁ ƌŕ !ƀŁƪŢĳĖƃ ×ĖİİŢƮ ͤ>>!×ͥ ƪŁƩƾŢƪŁ 
ƦŁƪƮƌƃƮ ǓŞƌ ŞƌŸĹ ƌƪ ĳĖƪƪǙ Ė åƌƪĖŞ͎ ƌƪ ǓŞƌ ƪŁĳŢƷŁ ƷŞŁ İŸŁƮƮŢƃŗ İŁŕƌƪŁ ƌƪ ĖŕƷŁƪ ƷŞŁ ƪŁĖĹŢƃŗ 
ƌŕ ƷŞŁ åƌƪĖŞ ƌƪ ƷŞŁ kĖŕƷƌƪĖŞ͎Ʒƌ ǓŁĖƪ Ė ƷĖŸŸŢƷ͔   
 
āŞŁƃ >ĖƪƪǙŢƃŗ ƌƪ kƌŸĹŢƃŗ Ė åƌƪĖŞ ƌƪ ×ŁĳŢƷŢƃŗ Ė ;ŸŁƮƮŢƃŗ 
 
oƷ ŢƮ ƷŞŁ ƦƪĖĳƷŢĳŁ ĖƷ å;Û Ʒƌ ǓŁĖƪ Ė ƷĖŸŸŢƷ ǓŞŁƃ ĳĖƪƪǙŢƃŗ ƌƪ ŞƌŸĹŢƃŗ Ė åƌƪĖŞ͔  ÛŢƀŢŸĖƪŸǙ͎ 
ƀĖƃǙ ĖƷ å;Û ĳŞƌƌƮŁ Ʒƌ ƌİƮŁƪǒŁ ƷŞŢƮ ƦƪĖĳƷŢĳŁ ǓŞŁƃ ƪŁĳŢƷŢƃŗ ƷŞŁ İŸŁƮƮŢƃŗ İŁŕƌƪŁ ƌƪ ĖŕƷŁƪ 
ƷŞŁ ƪŁĖĹŢƃŗ ƌŕ ƷŞŁ åƌƪĖŞ ƌƪ ƷŞŁ kĖŕƷƌƪĖŞ͔ ×ĖİİŢ ¡ĖƦŸĖƃ ƷŞŢƃŵƮ ŢƷ ŢƮ Ė ƦƪĖĳƷŢĳŁ ǓŁ ƮŞƌƾŸĹ 
ƌİƮŁƪǒŁ͔ kƌǓŁǒŁƪ͎ ŢƷ ŢƮ ƃƌƷ Ė ƀĖƃĹĖƷŁ Ʒƌ Ĺƌ Ʈƌ͔   
 
āŞŁƃ ÛŢƷƷŢƃŗ ƌƃ ƷŞŁ ;ŢƀĖŞ 
 
¬ŁƀİŁƪƮ ƌŕ å;Û ǓŞƌ ĖĳĳŁƦƷ ƷŞŁ Şƌƃƌƪ ƌŕ ƮŢƷƷŢƃŗ ƌƃ ƷŞŁ ;ŢƀĖŞ ͤǓŢƷŞ ƌƪ ǓŢƷŞƌƾƷ 
ƪŁƮƦƌƃƮŢİŢŸŢƷŢŁƮͥ ĹƾƪŢƃŗ Ė ƮŁƪǒŢĳŁ ĖƪŁ ƃƌƷ ŁǘƦŁĳƷŁĹ Ʒƌ ǓŁĖƪ Ė ƷĖŸŸŢƷ͔  kƌǓŁǒŁƪ͎ ×ĖİİŢ 
¡ĖƦŸĖƃ ƷŞŢƃŵƮ ŢƷ ǓƌƾŸĹ İŁ ƃŢĳŁ ŕƌƪ ;ŢƀĖŞ ƦĖƪƷŢĳŢƦĖƃƷƮ Ʒƌ ǓŁĖƪ ƌƃŁ ĖƃĹ ŕƌƪ ƌƾƪ åŁƀƦŸŁ 
ĳƌƀƀƾƃŢƷǙ Ʒƌ ƮŁŁ ƀŁƀİŁƪƮ ƌƃ ƷŞŁ ;ŢƀĖŞ ǓŁĖƪŢƃŗ Ė ƷĖŸŸŢƷ͔  āŁ ŞƌƦŁ ƷŞĖƷ ƀŁƀİŁƪƮ ǓŞƌ 
ĖĳĳŁƦƷ ;ŢƀĖŞ ŞƌƃƌƪƮ ǓŢŸŸ ŗŢǒŁ ƮŁƪŢƌƾƮ ĳƌƃƮŢĹŁƪĖƷŢƌƃ Ʒƌ ĹƌŢƃŗ Ʈƌ͔ 
 
å;Û ƦƪƌǒŢĹŁƮ Ė ƷĖŸŸŢƷ ƪĖĳŵ ǓŢƷŞ ƷĖŸŸŢƷƌƷ Ţƃ ƷŞŁ ŸƌİİǙ ŲƾƮƷ İŁŕƌƪŁ ƷŞŁ ŁƃƷƪǙ ĹƌƌƪƮ Ʒƌ ƷŞŁ 
ƮĖƃĳƷƾĖƪǙ͔  åŞŁƮŁ ƷĖŸŸŢƷƌƷ ĖƪŁ ĖǒĖŢŸĖİŸŁ Ʒƌ ĖƃǙƌƃŁ Ʒƌ İƌƪƪƌǓ ŕƌƪ ǓŁĖƪŢƃŗ ĹƾƪŢƃŗ Ė ƮŁƪǒŢĳŁ͔  
āŁ ŲƾƮƷ ĖƮŵ ƷŞĖƷ Ţŕ Ǚƌƾ İƌƪƪƌǓ ƌƃŁ͎ Ǚƌƾ ŕƌŸĹ ŢƷ ĖƃĹ ƪŁƷƾƪƃ ŢƷ Ʒƌ ƷŞŁ ƪĖĳŵ ĖŕƷŁƪ ƷŞŁ ƮŁƪǒŢĳŁ͔  
åŞŁƪŁ ŢƮ ƾƮƾĖŸŸǙ Ė ƮͯƦĖƪŁʹ ƷĖŸŸŢƷ ƌƪ ƷǓƌ ŕƌŸĹŁĹ ƾƦ ĖƃĹ ƮŢƷƷŢƃŗ ƌƃ ƷŞŁ ƷƌƦ ƌŕ Ė İƌƌŵƮŞŁŸŕ 
ĖŸƌƃŗ ƷŞŁ ǓĖŸŸ ŸŁĖĹŢƃŗ Ʒƌ ƷŞŁ ƮĖƃĳƷƾĖƪǙ͔  !ƃǙ ƌŕ ƷŞŁƮŁ ĳĖƃ ĖŸƮƌ İŁ İƌƪƪƌǓŁĹ ŕƌƪ ǓŁĖƪŢƃŗ 
ĹƾƪŢƃŗ Ė ƮŁƪǒŢĳŁ͔ 
 
ÓŸŁĖƮŁ ŸŁƷ ƷŞŁ ×ĖİİŢ ŵƃƌǓ Ţŕ Ǚƌƾ ǓƌƾŸĹ ŸŢŵŁ Ʒƌ ĹŢƮĳƾƮƮ ĖƃǙƷŞŢƃŗ ƪŁŸĖƷŁĹ Ʒƌ ƷŞŢƮ ƀĖƷƷŁƪ ƌŕ 
ǓŁĖƪŢƃŗ Ė ƷĖŸŸŢƷ ĖƷ å;Û͔ 
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тκнм 

       млΥлл !a DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

 

тκнн 

     млΥлл !a .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ IŜōǊŜǿ 

 

тκнр 

       млΥол !a 9ƴŘƻǿƳŜƴǘ aŜŜǝƴƎ  

       мΥлл ta {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ aŜŜǝƴƎ  

 

тκнс  

       тΥлл ta  {Ƙŀōōŀǘ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ  

 

тκнф 

     млΥлл !a .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ IŜōǊŜǿ 

 

 

тκм 

     млΥлл !a .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ IŜōǊŜǿ 

 

тκп 

     IŀǇǇȅ пǘƘ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ   

     ¢ƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ƻŶŎŜ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ  

 

тκр 

      тΥлл ta {Ƙŀōōŀǘ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ  

 

тκу 

     млΥлл !a .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ IŜōǊŜǿ 

 

тκф 

     млΥлл !a hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

 

тκмм 

     мΥол ta ¢ŜŀƳ ¢.{ aŜŜǝƴƎ  

 

тκмн 

      рΥол ta /ƘƻƛǊ wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ 

      тΥлл ta {Ƙŀōōŀǘ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ  

 

тκмр 

     млΥлл !a .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ IŜōǊŜǿ 

 

тκму 

       ммΥол !a wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ tǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

 

тκмф 

      тΥлл ta {Ƙŀōōŀǘ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ  

 

 

 

Wǳƭȅ нлнп 
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 Torah Discussions 

 

 

åƌƪĖŞ DŢƮĳƾƮƮŢƌƃ cƪƌƾƦ  ͧ NǒŁƪǙ āŁĹƃŁƮĹĖǙ ĖƷ ̖̖͍̕̕ !¬ ǒŢĖ Đƌƌƀ 

  

åŞŁƪŁ ǓŢŸŸ İŁ ƃƌ åƌƪĖŞ DŢƮĳƾƮƮŢƌƃ cƪƌƾƦ ŕƌƪ ƷŞŁ ƀƌƃƷŞ ƌŕ ~ƾŸǙ͔  
åƌƪĖŞ ÛƷƾĹǙ ǓŢŸŸ İŁ ƷĖŵŢƃŗ Ė ŞŢĖƷƾƮ ĖƃĹ ǓŢŸŸ ƪŁƮƾƀŁ Ţƃ !ƾŗƾƮƷ͔  
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