
September 2026 ELUL, 5785-TISHREI, 5786

Shana Tova!

See High Holy Days Services Schedule, Pg. 7

Welcome to 
New Members!
Jerry & Susan Faier
Eric & Kimberly 
Fischer



Please check out Rabbi Kaplan’s blog for photos, 
interesting notes and more at danakaplan.com. 

A MESSAGE FROM RABBI 
DANA EVAN KAPLAN

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

The shofar is one of the oldest ritual objects in Judaism. Made from a ram's 
horn, it has been sounded by Jews for thousands of years. The Bible 
associates the shofar with some of the most significant moments in Jewish 
history. Its blast was heard at Mount Sinai as the Israelites received the 
Torah. It announced sacred occasions, called communities together, and 
marked moments of national importance.

What is remarkable about the shofar is its simplicity. Unlike the menorah, 
which was fashioned from gold, or the Torah scroll, which is carefully written 
and decorated, the shofar is an ordinary object transformed into something 
holy. Its significance lies not in how it looks but in the sound it produces.

  

This year, Rosh Hashanah 
begins at sundown on Friday, 
September 11, and continues 
through Sunday, Sept. 13. As we 
gather to welcome the Jewish 
New Year of 5787, one ancient 
symbol will stand at the center of 
our celebration: the shofar. This is 
a continuation of my series on 
Jewish symbols. We started with 
the menorah and then the Jewish 
star and now the shofar.

 The Sound of Awakening

Photo by Bernie Arum

https://www.danakaplan.com/


RABBI KAPLAN'S MESSAGE CONTINUED  FROM PAGE 2

The shofar speaks in a language beyond words. The long, steady 
tekiah suggests confidence and wholeness. The broken notes of the 
shevarim and the rapid cries of the teruah express vulnerability, 
repentance, and longing. Together they reflect the complexity of the 
human experience.

Perhaps that is why the shofar remains so powerful. In a world filled 
with constant noise and distraction, its ancient call cuts through the 
clutter. It reminds us of who we are, where we have come from, and 
who we aspire to become.

As we enter the New Year of 5787, may the sound of the shofar 
inspire us to renew our commitments, deepen our relationships, and 
bring greater meaning and purpose into our lives.

Jewish tradition offers many 
interpretations of that sound. The 
medieval philosopher Maimonides taught 
that the shofar is a wake-up call to the 
soul. Its message is simple: "Awake, 
sleepers, from your sleep!" The High 
Holy Days invite us to step back from our 
routines and ask important questions. 
How have we lived during the past year? 
Have we treated others with kindness 
and respect? What changes do we hope 
to make in the year ahead?

Read More: See Rabbi Kaplan's High Holy 
Days message on tbsaz.org

Temple Beth Shalom  Sun City, AZ         3

https://www.tbsaz.org/copy-of-high-holy-days-5786-1


 September really starts with one of my favorite musical services:  
September 5th at 6 PM, we will have hors d’oeuvres, a discussion, and then  
the Selichot service (trust me, it’s not a long ordeal). The Hebrew word 
 means forgiveness or pardon and refers to the special penitential prayers  
and poems recited to ask God for mercy and atonement during the  
following High Holy Days season. It occurs the Saturday evening before 
Rosh  Hashanah.    

Selichot is a warm-up, a first inward look that we make to confess wrongs and 
repair relationships before Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  The prayers 
focus heavily on the Almighty’s compassion and the “thirteen attributes of 
Mercy” revealed in Exodus 34:6-7.

This month of Elul is a time of soul-searching and reflection, a time to prepare 
for the magnitude of the Days of Awe. For Selichot, the special white Torah 
covers are presented. They signify purity and the desire that our sins be 
made white as snow through repentance.

I will be singing melodies unaccompanied and, with the “luck of the Jewish,” 
will feel my soulful chants waft toward places I can only pray they will go. 
Rabbi Kaplan will share his unique message and lead the congregation 
responses in the wonderful little grey paperback book designed solely for 
Selichot. At the end of this service, the shofar will be blown for the first time 
before the Days of Awe.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE



There is an introspective and awesome appeal to this event. The 
melodies have a way of aiming at one’s kishkes (Yiddish for 
“intestines”).  The chants are deeply moving, full of longing for 
absolution.  Musically, it presents a virtual feast to the cantor and the 
assembled petitioners.  Selichot is the first time we hear “Sh’ma 
Koleinu” set to the music of Max Helfman. The words in Hebrew, 
translated, are: “Hear our voice, our Sovereign, our God.  Have 
compassion upon us and accept our prayers. Do not forget us when 
we are old, as our strength diminishes; do not abandon us.”  ….Oy 
vey, singing it these days definitely hits me harder than when I first 
sang it at TBS thirty-four years ago! 

Together as one, we will sing the perennial folk tune, “Avinu Malkeinu,” 
(“Our God, our Sovereign, be gracious and answer us, even when we 
have little merit; treat us generously and with kindness, be our help”). 

We will plead again during Rosh and Yom because we never get too 
much of a difficult thing.  Simply put: We will have multiple chances for 
our pleading prayers to be answered.  All this will bring us closer to 
achieving “tikkun olam,” perfecting or fixing the world. This is the deal:  
we will each start deep within ourselves to find our best “me.” May we 
begin together and sing together on Selichot. 

  

CANTOR KORITAN"S MESSAGE CONTINUED  FROM PAGE 4
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Bernie Arum, Board Member 



Buy tickets online: 
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/high-holy-days-5787-at-temple-beth-sh
alom-of-the-west-valley

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2026-tbs-sisterhood-break-the-fas
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/high-holy-days-5787-at-temple-beth-shalom-of-the-west-valley




Buy tickets online: 
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2026-tbs-sisterhood-break-the-fas  

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2026-tbs-sisterhood-break-the-fas
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2026-tbs-sisterhood-break-the-fas
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2026-tbs-sisterhood-break-the-fas


You must present your High Holy Day ticket to gain 
entrance to the synagogue.

Due to the current national risk assessment for Jewish 
organizations and facilities, Temple Beth Shalom will be 
providing enhanced security measures that will be in 
place over the High Holy Days.

We will have an increased security guard presence on the 
property for Erev Rosh Hashanah, Rosh Hashana, Kol 
Nidre and Yom Kippur morning and afternoon services.

There will be two security checkpoints outside of the main 
doors where all bags (of any type) will be inspected. We 
will also be asking that any type of jacket or other 
outerwear be opened for inspection upon request.

There will be no exceptions made for the security 
clearance process. Thank you for your cooperation as we 
strive to maintain a safe and secure environment for 
everyone at Temple Beth Shalom.

 Security for Upcoming    
High Holy Days Services
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                     TBS SECURITY STATEMENT
Due to the current national risk assessment for Jewish organizations and 
facilities, Wasson Security and the Temple Beth Shalom Safety & Security 
Committee have collaborated to establish the following protocols for our 
security officers to improve our worship experience and to allow them to 
more fully focus on their primary duty of safeguarding the synagogue and 
its members:

1.  No-one will be allowed to enter the synagogue more than 20 minutes 
after services have begun.
2.  The officers are not to engage in casual conversations while on duty.
3.  The officers will not be available to carry items into the synagogue. A 
cart will be placed close to the entrance in case anyone should require 
assistance moving heavy or bulky items inside.
4.  The officers will not be available to remove items from congregant's 
vehicles unless their assistance is required for an item that is unusually 
heavy.
5.  The officers are being tasked with keeping our front door closed at all 
times unless someone is actively entering or exiting the building.
They will gently remind us to move across the threshold of the door and 
not pause to chat with other members while causing the door to remain 
open longer than necessary.

As part of our continuing effort to improve safety and security for 
members of Temple Beth Shalom, we are requesting that all members 
begin wearing their member badge to services and special events. This 
will allow our security guards to more quickly identify members and 
facilitate their entry into the building.

If you need a badge, please contact Carmen at 
carmenberkowitz@msn.com or 847-731-3730. The fee for a new badge is 
$10.

As an added reminder, once you have stepped into the foyer of the 
synagogue please remember to continue moving forward as your physical 
presence within approximately 8 feet of the front door will not allow the 
locking mechanism to engage.   

Thank you for your cooperation as we strive to maintain a safe and secure 
environment at Temple Beth Shalom.



Shabbat Services

Photos by Bernie Arum
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TBS Calendar
9/2
9 a.m. Ancient Biblical 
Interpretation
11 a.m. Torah Study via Zoom
9/3
12:30 p.m. Lunch Bunch
9/4
10 a.m. Loss Group
5:30 p.m. Potluck dinner
7 p.m. Shabbat Service  
9/5
6 p.m. Selichot dinner/service
9/9
9 a.m. Ancient Biblical 
Interpretation
11 a.m. Torah Study via Zoom
1 p.m. General Board Meeting
9/11
10 a.m. Loss Group
7 p.m. Rosh Hashana service
9/12
10 a.m. Rosh Hashana Morning 
Service
9/16
9 a.m. Ancient Biblical 
Interpretation
11 a.m. Torah Study via Zoom
9/17
10 a.m. Adult Education: 
Contemporary American Judaism

  

9/18
10 a.m. Loss Group
5:30 p.m. Taschlich and potluck
7 p.m. Shabbat Service  
9/23
9 a.m. Ancient Biblical 
Interpretation
11 a.m. Torah Study via Zoom
9/20
7 p.m. Kol Nidre Service
9/21
10 a.m. Yom Kippur Morning 
Service with Yizkor folllowing
4 p.m. Yom Kippur Afternoon 
Service with Neilah following
5:30 p.m. Sisterhood Break the 
Fast Meal
9/24
10 a.m. Adult Education: 
Contemporary American Judaism
9/25
10 a.m. Loss Group
7 p.m. Shabbat Service 
9/30
9 a.m. Ancient Biblical 
Interpretation
11 a.m. Torah Study via Zoom
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       TBS  News 

Update your email address for Yahrzeit notices
To reduce postage costs, we would like to email as many Yahrzeit notices 
as possible instead of mailing them. Please call the TBS office at  
623.977.3240 to update your email address or let us know if you don’t have 
an email address. If you have a mailbox in the Temple office, your notices will 
be left there. 

 Join Brotherhood's First Friday Potluck on Sept. 4
Come to our Brotherhood First Friday Potluck for Temple members and 
guests at 5:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 4 Bring a side dish (veggie, salad, 
protein or dessert.)

Please call the Temple office at 623-977-3240 by noon Thursday, Sept. 
3, to RSVP so that the Brotherhood members will know how many to 
set up for.
  

 The next Lunch Bunch is meeting 12:30 
p.m. Thursday Oct. 8 at Rio Mirage in 
Surprise, 13863 W Bell Road. Please text or 
call Linda Abrams Tederman by Oct. 6 at 
402-659-0286 for a reservation. 

 

  

Lunch Bunch and Dine and Delight return in October

The next Dine and Delight is meeting at 4:30 p.m. Friday Oct. 23 at P. F. 
Changs in Peoria, 16170 N 83rd Ave. Please text or call Linda Abrams 
Tederman by Oct. 21 at 402-659-0286 for a reservation. 



Murder Mystery Theater Cattle Call

Are you a closet thespian?  Does the 
desire to act keep you up at night?  If so, 
you might just be the perfect person to 
star in the upcoming Murder Mystery 
Theater presentation.  

 The story takes place in the Old West.  If the phrases 
“Howdy Ma’am” or “Them’s fightin’ words!” permeate 
your consciousness, you must immediately contact 
Gloria Bold and plead for a part in the play.  There are 
also openings for stage hands, makeup artists, costume 
makers, and set designers/builders.

In order to take advantage of this sensational opportunity, 
get your name and contact information to Gloria Bold by 
September 15, 2026, at ghbold.de@gmail.com. Do It Now! 
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TIME IS RUNNING OUT!
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TIME IS RUNNING OUT!











Torah discussions, which are held from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday on Zoom, will return on Sept. 2. Known as the "people of the 
book", Jews value education, and the value of education is strongly 
embedded in Jewish culture. 

Join Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan for a stimulating weekly exploration of the 
Torah, the foundational text of Judaism and one of the most influential 
books in human history. This study group is intended for beginners with no 
previous background and is conducted online through Zoom. You can join 
from anywhere with a WiFi connection. Everyone has the opportunity to 
speak and people from all backgrounds are welcome to join. Our beloved 
Steve Siegel is the devoted coordinator.

 Each session focuses on the weekly Torah portion (parashat ha-shavua), 
combining close reading of the biblical text with insights from classical 
Jewish commentators and once in a while from modern scholarship. 
Together, we will examine the enduring questions that the Torah raises 
about God, morality, community, justice, and the purpose of human life.

Please contact the TBS office at 623.977.3240 to get the Zoom information 
and to register for the discussions if you have not previously done 
so. There is no charge. 

 

      Torah Study Group Returns 
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE FOLLOWING 
DONATIONS

You may donate to the Temple in many ways.  The designated Temple Funds are 
listed below with a brief description of each. When making your donation, please 
designate your fund of choice. Online donations can be made at tbsaz.org.

https://www.tbsaz.org/about-3


CONTRIBUTIONS
Many people contribute to the Flower Bouquet & 
Food Basket Funds “in memory of,” but did you 
know that you can also contribute to these funds 
“in honor of” to help someone special celebrate a 
birthday, anniversary or any other kind of Simcha?

This is Sisterhood’s major fundraiser. We use it to 
make donations to local food banks, but the major 
portion is given to our Temple whenever a need 
arises, such as a copier, a computer and new 
kitchen appliances like a refrigerator and 
dishwasher. We are always there to help.

Please help by contributing.

BIMAH FLOWER & FOOD BASKET FUND
Contributions are always appreciated. Make 
checks payable to TBS Sisterhood and send 
them to the Temple office.

September Anniversaries 

Louis & Sharon Gadless  9/1  58th anniversary

Marvin & Sherry Weinstein 9/1  60th Anniversary

Lael Summer & Robert Nelson  9/5 27th Anniversary

Steve Hechler & Bea Eisenberg 9/8 8th Anniversary

Bernie & Monica Arum  9/17 59th Anniversary

Russ & Gloria Robbins 9/19 5th Anniversary

September Birthdays 
Geraldine Travis 9/3

Randy Rosen 9/4

Ellen Winderlich 9/6

Russell Robbins 9/8

Linda Tederman  9/15

Eugene Mitofsky 9/21
Carmen 
Berkowitz 9/24

Riva Meyerovitz 9/26
Rosalind 
Goldstein 9/27

Marc Finkelstein  9/28
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Advertise with Us
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